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DEDICATION. 



TTEAL TH to great Gloster — from a man 

• unknown. 

Who holds thy health as dearly as his own. 
Accept this greeting — nor let modcft fear 
Call up one maiden blufh — I mean not here 
To wound with flattery — 'tis a villain's art. 
And fuits not with the franknefs of my heart. 
Truth beft becomes an Orthodox Divine, 
And, fpite of hell, that character is mine i 
To (peak e'en bitter truths I cannot fear i 
But truth, mj Lordy is panegyric here, 

A 4 HcOtV 



viii p E D I C A T I ' O N. 

Heqltb to great Gloster — nor, thro* love (^eaft^ 
Which all Priefts love, let this addrcfs difplcafc. 
I a(k no favour, not one note I crave. 
And, when this bufy brain refts in the grave, 
(For till that time it never can have reft) 
I will not trouble you with one bcqueft* 
Some humbler friend, my mortal journey done. 
More near in blood, a nephew or a fon. 
In that dread hour executor I'll leave ; 
For I, alas ! have many to receive. 
To give but little — ^To great Gloster healthy 
Nor let thy true and proper love of wealth 
Here take a falfe alarm — in purfe though poor. 
In fpirit Pm right proud, nor can endure 
The mention of a bribe — thy pocket's free, 
I, though a Dedicator, fcorn a fee. 
Let thy own offspring all thy fortunes (hare ; 
I would not Allen rob^ nor Allen's heir. 

Think not, a thought unworthy thy great foul. 
Which pomps of this world never could controul,. 
Which never ofFer'd up at powVs vain (hrine. 
Think not that pomp and pow'r can work on mine. 
•Tis not thy name, though that indeed is great, 
nris not the linfcl trumpery of ftate. 



D E D I C A 1r I O N. fac 

TPk not thy title, Doftor tho* thou art, 
TTis not thy mitre, which hath won my heart* 
State is a farce, names are but empty things. 
Degrees are bought, and, by miflaken kings. 
Titles are oft mifplac'd •, mitres, which fhine 
So bright in other eyes, arc dull in mine, 
Unlefs fet off by Virtue ; who deceives 
Under the facred fandion of Lawn Sleeves^ 
Enhances guilt, commits a double fin ; 
So fair without, and yet fo foul within. 
Tis not thy outward form, thy eafy mein. 
Thy fweet complacency, thy brow ferene. 
Thy open front, thy love-commanding eye. 
Where fifty Cupids, as in ambufli, lie. 
Which can from lixty to fixteen impart 
The force of love, and point his blunted dart^ 
*Tis not thy face, tix)' that by Nature's made 
An index to thy foul, tho' there diiplay'd 
We fee thy mind at large, and thro' thy flcin 
Peeps out that courtefy which dwells within ^ 
Tis not thy birth, for that is low as mine. 
Around our heads no lineal glories ihine^— 
But what is birth — when, to delight mankind^ 
Heralds can make thofe arms they cannot find i 
When thou art to thyfelf, thy Sire unknown, 
A whole, ^ Welch genealogy abtut 

2 \\^ 



x^ D^ D I C AT I O -N; 

No, 'tis thy inward marf, thy proper wbrtttj ^^ ' 
Thy right jAft eftimation here on earth, ' "*" ' " 
Thy life and doftrine uniformly join'd. 
And flowing from that wholefome fource thy fi^^ 
Thy known contempt of perfecution's rod^ ' 
Thy charity for man, thy love of God,- 
Thy faith in Chrift, fo well approved 'mongft men, 
Which now give life, and uttVance to my pchL 
Thy virtue, not thy rank, demands my layS- ' ' 
Tis not the Bifliop, but the Saint I praife. 
Raised by that theme, I foar on wings more If rong. 
And burft forth into praife with-held too long. 



'> . 



Much did I wifli, e*en whilft I kept thofe flieep; 
"Which, for my curfe, I was brdain'd to keep 5 
Ordain'd, alas ! to keep thro' need, not choice, 
Thofefhecp which never heard their (hephcrd's voice, . 
Which did hot know, yet would not learn their way,, ;. : 
Which ftray'd themfelvcs, yet gricv'd that I (hould , 
ftray, .u 

Thofe fhcep, wKch my good Father (on his bier. . 
Let filiarduty drop the pious tear) 
Kept well, yet ftarv'd himfclf, e'en at that time, 
Whilft I w^ pure, and innocent of rhime, 
Whilft, facrcd dullncfe ever in my view, - 

Skc^.a^ jiy bidding crept from pew to pew. 

Much 



DEDICATION. xi 

^uch did I wiiby tho' little could I hop«?, 
A friend in him, who was the friend of Popr* 

Hjsjuand, iaid 1 9 my youthful fteps Ihail guide. 
And lead me fafe where thoufands fall befide^ 
liis temper, bis experience ihall controul, 
And huih to peace the tempeft of my fou! ( 
His judgment teach me^ from the critic fchool. 
How not to err, and how to err by rule; 
Inftruft me» mingle profit with delight, 
Where Pope was wrong, where Shakesfeaile was 

not right; 
Where they are juftly prais'd and where thro* whim. 
How little's due to them, how much to him. 
Rius'd 'bovc the flavery of common rules. 
Of common-fenfe, of modern, ancient fchools, 
Thofe feelings banifh'd, which miflead us all» 
Foolll as we are, and which we nature call. 
He, ■ b»y his great example, might impart 
A better fomething, and baptize it Art ; 
He, all the feelings of my youth forgot, 
Miglic ifiew me what is tafte, by what is not ^ 
By him fupported, with a proper pride, 
I might hold all mankind as fools befide; 
He (ihould a world, perverfe and peeviih grown. 
Explode his maxims, and aifen their own) 

2 Migfk' 



ail D E D I C A T I O .N. 

Might teach me, like himfcif, to be content. 
And let their folly be their punifliment ; 
Might, like himfelf, teach his adopted fon, 
*Gainft all the world, to quote a Warburton. 

Fool that I was, could I fo much deceive 
My foul with lying hopes -, could I believe 
That he, the fervaht of his Maker fworn. 
The fervant of his Saviour, would be torn 
From their embrace, and leave that dear employ. 
The cure of fouls, his duty and his joy. 
For toys like mine, and wade his precious time. 
On which fo much depended, for a rhime ? 
Should he forfake the tafk he undertook, 
Defert his flock, and break his paftVal crook ? 
Should he (forbid it Heaven) fo high in place. 
So rich in knowledge, quit the work of Grace, 
And, idly wandering o'er the Mufc's hill. 
Let the falvation of mankind (land ftill? 

Far, far be that from thee — yes, far from th« 
Be fuch revolt from Grace, and far from me 
The will to think it — guilt is in the thought — 
Not fo, not foi hath Warburton been taught, 
Nocfo learned Chrift — Recall that day, well-known. 
When (to liiainCaiH God's honour — and his own) 
•'''"•^- He 
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He cdi'd blafphcmcrs forth-r-Mcthinks I nov 
See ftern rebuke enthroned on his brow. 
And arm'd with tenfold terrors — ^from this tongue. 
Where fiery zeal, and Chriftian fury hung, 
Metbinks I hear the deep-ton'd thunders roll. 
And ehill with horror ev*ry finncr's foul — 
In vain thcyftrive to fly — flight cannot fave. 
And Potter trembles even in his grave — 
With all tb(^ conf(;Lous pride of innocence, 
Methinks I hear him, in his own defence. 
Bear witnefs to himfclf, whilft all men knew. 
By Gofpel rules, his witncft to be true. 

O glorious man, thy zeal I muft commend,. 
Tho* it deprived me of my.deareft friend. 
The real motives of thy anger known, 
Wi|.KES ipuft the juftice of that anger own. 
And, could thy bofom have been bar*d to view. 
Pitied himfelf, in turn had pitied you, 

.Bred to the law, you wifely took the gQwn, 
Which J, like DemaSj fooliftily laid down. 
Hence double ftrength our Holy Mother drew: 
Me flic got rid of, and made prize of you. 
I, like an idle truant, fond of play. 
Doting on toys, and throwing gems away, 

Grafping 
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But j(Ah y»^i:^Ji ^ri^bneAAttbtnefM^^ 
yfiih better purpofc^ and more noble sjim, , 
And wifely play'd a more fubftantial game. - 
Nor did Law mourb,* UcfsM in hep younger fon 
For Mansfield does what Gloster would have 
done. 

DoSoTf Dean, Bijbop, GUfter, and Mj^ Lord^ 
If haply thefe high titles may accord 
With thy nieek fpirit, if the barren found 
Of pride delights thee, to the topmoft round 
Of fortune's ladder got, defpifc not one. 
For want of fmooth hypocrify undone. 
Who, far below, turns up his wondVing eye. 
And, without envy, fees thee plac'd fo high. 
Let not thy brain (as brains lefs potent might) 
Dizzy, confounded, giddy with the height. 
Turn round, and lofe diftinftion, lofe her fkill 
And wonted powers of knowing good,irom ill. 
Of lifting truth from falihood, friends from foes ; 
Let Gloster well remember, how he rofc. 
Nor turn his back on men who made him great ; 
Let him not, gorg'd with pow'r, and drunk with 
ftatc. 

Forget 
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It is prcfumcd the fuddcn death of the Author 
will fufHciently apologize for the Dedication 
remaining unfinilhed.^. ^^^^^^^ 
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SERMON I. 

James v. i6th. 

^he effediual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availetb much. 



FO R the particular occafion on which 
thcfe words were fpoken, and the re- 
lation they bear to what preceded, I fhall 
refer you to the chapter from whence they 
are taken, and at prefent confider them a; 
they ftand independently, and aflure us, 
that the duty of prayer, when praftifed by 
a righteous man, and offered up in a proper 
manner, is of great efficacy to avert mif- 
VoL, IV. B fortunes. 



2 S E R M O N L 

fortunes, and procure bleflings ; premifing 
only, that, by a righteous man we are noc 
to underftand one who is perfeftly pure,, 
and free from fui, but one who performs 
his duty to the utmofl of his power, and 
makes up for any infirmity in his Obe- 
dience, by the ftrength of his Faith, and 
the fincerity of his Repentance, 

The. duty of prayer is in the prefent age 
by many entirely ncgleded, or imperfedly 
obferved, and by fome openly decried. 
There are many who difallow any other 
application to God than that of the niind» 
and not a few who, however conftant in the 
outward forms of prayer, do yet by their 
lives but too plainly (hew that their minds 
arc unafFefted. Some too there are, who 
run into the contrary extreme, who are fo 
unwarrantably attentive to the performance 
c£ this duty, as to negled obligations which ' 

are 



S E R M O N I. 3 

arc of much greater import, which are 
more immediately neceflary for their own 
good, and the benefit of fociety, and which 
of confcquence muft be more agreeable to 
the will, and conducive to the glory, of 
God. 

Whilft miftakes like thefe prevail, a con- 
fideratiorfof the duty of prayer cannot be 
out of feafon •, it cannot prejudice thofe 
who beft undeHland it, and may be fer- 
viceable to thofe who do not. 

Prayer is a foleran aft of worihtpping 
the Supreme Being; wherein we, on the 
one hand, acknowledge our weaknefs and 
indigence, on the other his power and 
ability to afford us relief; it naturally im- 
plies fome defedt in him who offers it up, 
and fome authority in him to whom it i^ 
offered to pardon and amend it ; it fuppo- 

B 2 fc3 



4 S E R M O N I. 

{es God to be the Maker and Governor of 
all things, :ind fo gracious and condefcend^ 
ing, fo potent and abfolute in his natute^ 
as always to be ready to bear, and able to 
redrelk the Grievances of his Creatures, fo 
that this duty is founded on the infinite 
gcodnefs and power of God -, he is infinitely 
good, and therefore willing, infinitely pov/- 
erfu], and therefore able to relieve us -, and 
for thefe reafons he is, and he alone cslt^ 
be, the proper objeifl of our Prayers. 

The Heathens thcmfelves, as they were 
fully perfuaded of thefe pcrfcftions in God, 
and of the great need in which they ftood 
of having them exerted in their behalf, 
were alfo convinced that it was their duty 
to pray to him ; and this duty was heartily 
acknowledged, carnellly recommended, and 
ftridly praitired by the wifcft and fobereft 
among them. The Scriptures, as they 

every 
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every where abound with earneft and pa- 
thetick exhortations to the religious per- 
formance hereof, fo they afford us many 
ftrong motives which the Htathens could 
not have ; they fupply us with the names 
of many great and good men who were ex- 
emplary in the performance of it, amongft 
whom, as in all other works of Righteouf- 
nefs, our blcffed Lord fhines with diftin- 
guifhed luftre •, they fully inftruft us both 
as to the Objedl to, and the manner in 
which they ought to be offered •, they ap- 
ply thcmfelvcs to our fears by the moft fe- 
vere threats, to our hopes by the moft de- 
lightful promifes, fupplying us with ah 
encouragement to, and laying a foundation 
for the performance of this duty, which 
the Heathens could not have, in the vera- 
city of God himfelf ; who hath faid and 
cannot lie •, who hath declared and cannot 
B 3 <leny 



6 SERMON I. 

deny himfelf, that they who afk (hall re« 
ccive. 

The reafonablcnefs of this duty in gene- 
ral appears ftom the flighteft attention to 
the particular branches of which it confifts. 
If we confider Man merely as a Creature, 
as juft come out of the hands of his Maker, 
as raifcd. into being from the duft of the 
earth, and, befides many other, endued 
with thofe diflinguifhing privileges, Rea- 
fon and Immortality, fure nothing can be 
more reafonable than for him to pay his 
moft fubmifllvc and reverential homage to 
that Being who employs Omnipotence in 
conferring Benefits upon him s to exert his 
reafon in the praife of him who gave it, 
and endeavour to recommend himfelf to his 
infinite goodnefs, left he fall under the ter- 
rors of his Almighty Power. The ideas of 

Power 
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Power are in themfelvcs great and terrible ; 
it naturally infpircs us with awe and reve- 
rence, even when it is lodged in human 
hands, whence it is liable to be fnatched 
by innumerable accidents, and where it 
hangs but on the flender thread of life. 
What muft it do then, when we confider 
it infinite and unbounded, placed in the 
hands of a Being, who is fubjedb to no ac- 
cidents; whofe exigence is not bounded 
by any time, but extends itfelf unlimited, 
unimpaired through all ages ? What Re- 
fpeft, what Homage, what Adoration can 
be too great, when paid to fuch a Being ? 
Where can we find an office more agreeable 
to our Reafon, where a better employment 
for our Immortality. 

If we confider Man as a Creature im- 

merft in fin, corrupt in his very nature, and 

prone to all evil, continually tempted by 

B 4 the 



8 S E R M O N I. • 

the Devil and the World from without, 
and betrayed by his own violent and hcadr 
itrong paHions from within, upon fuch a 
difmal review, fure nothing can be more 
reafonable, than to have recourfe to his 
Almighty Father, to acknowledge his ori- 
ginal weakn^fs and infirmities, his adual 
fins and tranfgreffions, to exprcfs his aver- 
fion to, ana rcfolution againft them, unto 
him who is the perfection of Purity and 
Holincfs i to beg Pardon and Forgivenefs of 
him who dclighteth in mercy, and defireth 
not the death of a Sinner ; and to pray for 
the afliftance of Grace from him, who 
giveth to them which afk, who hath pro- 
mifcd to fend us the comfort of his holy 
fpirit, who delighteth.to dwell in the heart 
of the fincere and contrite. 

If we conGdcr Man as fubjeft to aR kinds 
of mifcry, furroundcd with difficulties and 

troubles 
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troubles which he can neither prevent nor 
remedy, with dangers which he can neither 
guard againft nor repel, and with wants 
which he can neither forefee nor relieve, 
we {hall furely fee abundant reafon for hitn 
to apply to God, to lay himfelf open, to 
make his diftreffes known, and pray to God 
that he will* deliver him out of all his 
troubles, defend him in all his dangers, and 
relieve him in all his wants. When men arc 
under any preffure or calamity, they natu- 
rally apply to fuch of their fellow creatures 
as they think are inclined by the gpodnefs 
of their difpofuion, and enabled by their 
power or wealth to be of fcrvice to them: 
if this is reafonable and prudent, it is cer- 
tainly much more fo to make cur sddrcflcs 
to God, whofe goodnefs as much fr.rpdles 
human goodnefs, as his power is bcyon-J 
human power, who hath fuch an abf^lutc 
command over trouble, fickncfs, and any 

oihcr 
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other adverfity, that he faith unto them 
Go, and tKcy go ; who is of fuch perfedt 
Goodnefs, that he fuftaineth the Brutes, 
and feedeth the young Ravens which call 
upon him, that he openeth his hand, and 
fiUeth all things living with plentcoufncfi. 

To turn our eyes from thefe melancholy 
fcenes of fin and mifery, if we reflcft 
upon the fituation of Man, how impoffiblc 
it was for him to avoid finning, and how 
impoflible to avoid the punifliment due to 
it •; if we confider him delivered from that 
terrible dilemma, and if not fecured from 
finning, direfted, which is almoft equiva- 
knt, how to efcape the confequences of it ; 
if we confider God the Father as ordain- 
ing the means of our Redemption, God 
the Son as performing t;hem, and God the 
Holy Ghoft as refiding in, and fanftifying 
xtSy how can we abfi:ain from breaking out 

in 
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in the lively eloquence of the Pfalmift^ 
Praife the Lord, O my Soul, and all that 
is within me praife his holy name, Praife 
the Ix)rd, O my Soul, and forget not all 
his benefits. Such an unexpired, fuch an 
undeferved change in our affairs, fo great a 
' deliverance, fuch a mighty falvation as it 
muft neceffarily excite our joy, fo (hould it 
quicken our gratitude, and incline us to re- 
turn thee thanks, O God, as for our Crea- 
tion, Prcfcrvation, and all the Bleffings of 
this life, fo above aJl, for thine ineftimablc 
love in the redemption of the world by 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, for the means of 
Grace, and for the hope of Glory. " 

If we confider, that the whole race of 

nien are mutually related to each other, 

that their concerns are too clofely con- 

pcftcd to bear a fcparation, that they came 

' out of the hands of the fame Creator, are 

fuftained 
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fuftaincd by the Providence of the fame 
Prcfcrver, and purchafcd by the blood of 
the fame Redeemer, we canhot but ac- 
knowledge the reafonablcnefs of the Duty 
which the Scriptures lay upon every man, 
of praying for his neighbour as well as for 
himfelf ; of offering up his petitions to 
Almighty God, and interceding for them, 
that he will turn from them whatever may 
do them harm, and be pleafed to give ui\to 
them what he fees needful cither for their 
bodies or their fouls. 

On the whole, if it is rcafonable that 
the Creature Ihould acknowledge his de- 
pendance on the Creator, that thofe who 
have done amifs (hould confefs it, and afk 
forgivenefs, that thofe who (land in need 
of many good, and in fear of many evil 
things, (hould petition for the obtaining 
of the one, ^ and preventing of the other, if 

it 
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ic is reafonablc to returi] thanks for benefits 
received, and evils prevented, to love our 
brethren, and to pay regard to the con* 
cerns of thofc pcrfons with whom our own 
are connected, then it is in all thefe feveral . 
refpefts highly reafonable, that wefhould 
difcharge the duty of Prayer to Almighty 
Cod. 

This is fo evident, that we (hbuld fcarcc 
believe, did we not daily fee it, that a ra- 
tional creature could live in the grofs neg- 
\t£t and open contempt of a duty, which, 
merely as a rational creature, he cannot 
but know that he ought to perform ; which 
is not more ftrongly recommended by Scrip- 
ture, than by Reafon icfelf, the darling idol 
of the modern world ; and the contempt 
of which muft not only rank him amongft 
the irreligious, but which he may perhaps 
think worfe, amongft the unreafonable part 

of 
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of the creation* Notwithftanding this 
there are men in the world, and thofc 
mighty Pretenders to Reafon, who openly 
decry this duty, at leaft all the external 
parts of it, well knowing that without 
them tli6 duty itfelf cannot long fubfift, 
and artfully found their objedions againft 
it, upon an acknowledgement of, and a 
feeming veneration for, the divine attri- 
butes, and the honour of God's nature. 

If, fay they, God is of infinite know- 
ledge, as thofe who pray to him muft cer- 
tainly allow, what occafion is there for us 
to confefs our fins, and exprefs our forrow 
for them, to lay open our wants and necef- 
fities to him, who by the neceflfary perfec- 
tion of his nature fees into our hearts, and 
diicems every motion there much plainer 
chsui we can poifibly exprefs them. 

Such 
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Such objeftors will do well to confide^ 
that our Prayers are not intended to give 
any information to God, which he before 
had not, but to implant deeply m our own 
breaftft a proper fenfe of what we have 
done, and a due eftimation of what we 
want ; fo that the pardon of our fms, and 
fupply of our necefllties tmy have their 
due weight with us« Our thoughts come 
upon us {o fuddenly, and fo quickly p^s 
away, that it is fcarce poflible accurately 
to remember the thoughts even of a few 
hours ; but when we give them birth, and 
bring them forth in proper words, they 
are then ftrongly impreft on our minds, 
and by a conftant repetition of the fame 
means by which they firft ftruck root, mull 
always live and fiouriih in our memories. 
When the thcHights which we entertain 
upon a furvey of our fins and neceflitics fo 
far influence us as to incline us to Prayer, 

when 
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when we bring them forth before the Moft 
High, cloathed in proper expreflions and 
attended with fuitablc geftures, they arc 
thereby moft deeply imprinted on our 
minds, and by a ftcady and uniform per- 
formance of this duty, are at laft fixed in 
fuch ftrong colours, as never to be dif- 
charged; whereas had they never iffucd 
from the clofet of our hearts, they might 
have been ftrangled in the birth, or proved 
tlic children but of a melancholy moment. 

To be in fault, and alhamed to confefs it 
and afk pardon, to be in want, and afliamed 
to acknowledge it and afk relief, are moft 
^certain figns of an obftinate and proud tem- 
per •, a temper not at all qualified to receive 
blcffings from God, who refifteth the proud, 
and givcth grace to the humble. Before we 
can cxpeft favours from God, we muft en- 
tirely root out thefe faults, and in their 

ftead 
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ftcad implant humility and meekncfs ; nof 
is there any better way of enabling us fo 
to do, no other way of Ihcwing that we 
have fo done, than the performance of the 
duty of Prayer, 

In the common affairs of this world wc 
do not expeft our faults to be pardoned, 
nor our wants to be relieved before they 
are made known ; and furely in point of 
common decency we cannot expeft inefti- 
mable bleflings from a Being fuch as God 
is, upon eafier terms than thofe which we 
perform tp our Brethren, for things of little 
or no confequence. However cxtenfive the 
divine knowledge may be,, how intimately 
foever God may be acquainted with our 
wants before we cry unto him, yet we muft 
not expeft that he will intereft himfclf in 
our behalf, until we ftiew by Prayer, that 
we are known jnot only to him, but alfo 

Vol. IV. C , \% 
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But, fay they again, thoug. 
reafonable and neceff^ry to pra) 
of infinite knowledge, furely it c 
to pray to a Being of perfeft Goo 
is readier to hear than we to pr 
to forgive our fins, and relieve 
than we are even to acknowledge 

Thofe who argue thus have yer 
notions of the divine nature ; th< 
God*s Attributes abftraftedly froi 
oppofition to, eachotiier. anH tU- 
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being but fo many rays derived from, and 
centered in the fame Body of Light and 
Perfeftion. His mercy is not inconfiftent - 
with his Jfuftlce, neitlier does his wifdoni 
exclude, or is it excluded by his Goodnefs ; 
he is infinitely merciful, in fuch a manner 
as to be, at the fame time, infinitely juff ; 
infinitely wife, in fuch a manner as to be 
infinitely good. We muft not therefore 
entertain fuch high notions of any one 
Perfeftion, as to exalt it at the expence of 
any other ; we muft not, as thofe do who 
make God's goodnefs an argument againft 
prayer, magnify his goodnefs at the expence 
of his Wifdom. For whatever goodnefs it 
might (hew, yet certainly it would be no 
mark of Wifdom to confer Bleflings on us, 
whatfoever we ftood in need of, without 
our petitioning for them. Thofe perfons 
can never be the proper cbjefts of God*s 
goodntfs who are above praying for the 
C 2 cffcfts 
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effcfts of it. The tendereft Father breath- 
ing, although he plainly difcerns in the 
whole behaviour of an offending Child 
that he is heartily forry for his Offence, 
doth not extend to him the ufual expref- 
fions of his Love and Favour, till he 
makes acknowledgement of his crime, and 
afks pardon for it ; neither will God, how 
great foever his delight in mercy and good- 
nefs, exert thofe amiable attributes in our 
behalf, till we call upon him by Prayer 
and Supplication. If our wants were to 
be redrefTed, and our defires fulfilled with- 
out any thing done on our parts, we might 
impute fuch blefTmgs to any rather than 
the true caufe, and fo deprive God of the 
glory of his difpenfations ; whereas now, 
when they are made, as it were, the con- 
fequence of our Prayers, we cannot but be 
fcnfible, that to God we owe them, and to 
God we ought to be thankful for them. 

But, 
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But, fay they, though it may be reafon- 
able and neceflary to pray to a Being of 
infinite knowledge and goodnefs> furely it 
cannot be fo, to pray to a Being of abfo- 
lute immutability, who is not a Man that 
he ftiould lie, nor the fon of Man, that 
' he fliould repent ; in whom there is no va- 
riablenefs, nor fliadow of turning ; fo that 
our prayers cannot have any effeft to the 
changing of his purpofe, and reverfing his 
decrees. 

God's threats and promifes have always 
a regard to the Behaviour of Men, and 
have a condition implied if not exprcft; 
fo that thofe who fall off from virtue unto 
vice, inftead of being heirs to his pro- 
mifes, become liable to his threats; and 
thofe who return from vice to virtue, in- 
ftead of being obnoxious to his threats be- 
come entitled to his promifes ; the change 
C 3 is 
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is not in God, but in lis j his fi^ct and im- 
mutable purpofe is to purlue vice with pu- 
nirtiment, and virtue with reward, through 
all the varying fcenes of man's behaviour j 
and therefore, upon a change in that, he 
alters his meafures, not thereby becoming 
mutable, but continuing conftant to his 
firft refolution, of punifhing ^he wicked, 
and rewarding the good. It is therefore 
no diminution to the divine immutability 
to liften to the Petitions of his Creatures, 
and grant them thofe bleffings upon their 
praying to him, which he had withheld 
from them upon their neglcfting to do it •, 
to fupply or prevent thofe wants which he 
had brought or determined to bring upon 
them, when they acknowledge their de- 
pendance and confidence in his goodncfs, 
together wilh thofe other virtues, which 
Prayer does naturally fuppofe, and out- 
wardly cxpitC^;. 

Trifling 
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Triding as thefc objeftions are found on 
examination, they are by much the ftrongcfl: 
and moft plaufible that the enemies of 
Prayer have been able to advance ; they * 
are«of fuch a nature as to bring the under* 
ftanding, as well as the integrity, of thofe 
who broach them into difrepute, and make 
iis doubtful which to defpifc moft, the 
wickcdnefs of their hearts, or the weak- 
ncfs of their heads* Little can be offered 
for thofe who obje£t to the myfteries of 
our nx>ft holy religion, but lefs can be faid 
for thofe who objed to the duties of it; 
the former, though not againft, are yet 
much above our reafon, but the lattter Ite 
exadlly level to our underftandings, and ar^ 
not kls ftrongly recommended by Reafon, 
than by Revelation; they are fuch as the 
heathcrv Philofophers were proud to em- 
bellifli their fyftems with^ though they 
C 4 cannot 
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cannot be digeftcd by fome of our politer 
Chriftians, 



It is not however to be wondered ac» 
that thofe who go on in a courfc of wick^ 
cdnefs, fhould objeft to duties fo contrary 
to their headftrong paffions, and be willing 
to overthrow thofe laws which lay a rc- 
ftraint upon their inclinations. It is In- 
tereft, and not Reafon, which fpeaks in 
them, they are againft Religion upon no 
other account, but becaufe Religion is 
againfl them, and think Chriftianity un^ 
rcafonable for no other caufe, but that 
they wifh it fo. In general it may be ob- 
fcrvcd, that the lives of thofe who objeft 
to this duty of Prayer, or any other en- 
joined in Scripture, are fufHcient to con-r 
ftite their objections, which can come with 
f|o ftrengtb, bgt from the mouths of thofo 

who 
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■who appear in their lives to be at Icaft good 
moral men: but fuch, I truft, are in a 
much fairer way of believing the myfteries 
than objefting to the duties of the Chriftian 
Religion, which is not lefs remarkable for 
matters of Faith than Pradice, for the 
Revelation of truths, than the perfedling 
of virtue. 

Now to God the Father, &c. &c. 
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James V. i6th» 

^e effeSiual fervent prayer of a right egtt^ 
man avalleth much. 

THE* Nature of Prayer, the Groimds 
on which that Duty is founded, and 
the reafonablenefs of our performing it, 
are what I apprehend few can be ignorant 
«jf ; none indeed, who are conftant in the 
worlhip of God and the fervice of the 
Sanftuary. But I fear, we have not the 
feme reafon to believe, that the right m'aii- 
HWr of perfowning this duty is fo generally 
known, or at leaft that it is fo generally 
pradifedj fmqe very flight obfervation 

may 
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may affure us, that a great part even of 
thofe who ftriftly comply with the for- 
malities of prayer, are either ignorant of 
the manner in y^hich it (hould be per- 
formed fo as to prove effedlual, or indif- 
ferent \vhether it proves effcftual or not, 
I ihall make it my buHnefs therefore to 
(hew, 

Firft, The qualifications requifite to 
make oux prayers acceptable to God 
3nd in order to engage us more heartily 
therein, ihall. 

Secondly, Mention thofe advantages 
which we may reafonably expedt from z 
due difcharge of that Duty. 

There are, it is to be feared, many per- 
fons in the world who imagine themfclves 
>vorthy performers of this duty, merely 

becauie 
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bccaufe they are regular and conftant in 
faying over a few prayers without redti- 
fying the temper of their minds, or alter- 
ing the method of theii' lives. But alas ! 
how much are thefe miftaken ! No petition 
can. poflibly be acceptable to God, which 
is not offered up with, proper Affections, 
which is not attended with proper Adlions. 
Was it merely the repetition of a Prayer 
which called down Bleffings from above, 
thofe who pray through oftentation, and a 
defire of being feen of men, or through 
prudential and interefted motives, might 
expeft them equally with the fincere and 
contrite, and thofe who, like the heathen, 
and our modern enthufiafts, make ufe of 
long prayers, might expeft bleffings fd 
much greater than others, as their prayers 
are longer. But of the firft of thefe our 
Saviour has affured us that they have their 
reward; that is, they have the good opinion 

of 
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of men, which they fought after, and muft 
not expeft any reward from God; of the 
latter, he implies to us that they are net 
heard for their much fpeaking ; 'and of all 
in general whofc prayers are outfide (hew, 
he pronounces, that the Lord detcfteth 
thofe who approach him with their lips, 
whilft their heatrs are far from him. 

Sincerity is the life of prayer; it is 
that which makes it an a^ of true devo- 
tion, and of high price in the fight of 
God ; and this virtue we may be fure wc 
have in a good degree, when we enilcavour 
to purify our minds from all iniquity, and 
a(k nothing but with a good and upright 
intention. God, who fees the heart, will 
not merely confidcr whether the tilings 
we pray for are good in themfclves, but 
whether they will be fo in our ufe of them j 
whether wc fhall employ them to fuch 

good 
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good and virtuous purpofes, as may pro^ 
mote his glory ^nd our own good. If we 
therefore pray with a corrupt intention^ 
we muft not expeft that God will incline 
his ear to us ; for the Apoftle affures us^ 
that on this account many alk, and receive 
not, becaufe they alk amifs, that they may 
confume it upon their lufts. 

To fincerity We muft alfo add humility. 
This virtue naturally arifes from the duty 
itfelf, the performance of which fuppofea 
want in us who aflc, and power in him of 
whom we afk; dependance on our parts, 
and fovereignty on God's. This humility 
confifts not only in being' fenfible of and 
acknowledging our wants, but alfo in be- 
ing fenfible of, and acknowledging our 
unworthinefs to have them redreft. The 
man who is not fenfible of his wants, will 
not be fenfible of relief 5 he wha feels his 

necefllties. 
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ineceflitics, artd yet is too proud to acknow- 
ledge them, will be too proud alfo to ac- 
knowledge the hand by which he is re- 
lieved ; he laftly, who is both fcnfible of 
his wants, and humble enough to acknow- 
ledge them, but yet is puffed op with aai 
high opinion of his own worthinefs, wiH 
impute the relief of them not to God's free 
mercies, but to a confideration of his own 
deferts j inllead of coming boldly to the 
throne of Grace, he will come raflily td 
the throne of Judgement ; inftead of plead- 
ing and relying upon the merits of Chrift; 
he will plead and rely upon his own. To 
make our prayers therefore acceptable to 
God, and our humility complete, we mutt 
acknowledge that our fins and wants are 
great, but our unworthinefs to have thcni 
pardoned and relieved ftill greater; we 
mufl: Gonfefs that when we have done our 
bcft, we are but unprofitable fervants ; we 

muft 
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muft throw ourfelves upon the mercy of 
God, and plead no merits but thofe of 
Chrift. 

This humility of the heart will natu- 
rally produce that of the body, or a grave 
and reverend deportment in our devotions, 
expreffive of the low opinion which .>ye 
have of ourfelves, an4 of the high one . 
which we entertain of God. When we 
are in the prdence of an earthly monarch 
we place a particular regard on all our 
words and adtions, fo that they may de- 
clare the high veneration we have of his 
majefty and .power; and if this is reafon- 
able, furely it is much morefo, that we 
fliould obferve the fame method when we . 
come into the prefence of the king of 
Heaven, and exprefs the utmoft reverence 
when we confider that the place we ftand 
on is holy ground, is fandii^ed and confe- 

crated 
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crated by the gracious prefence of God 
himfelfk 

To thefe qualifications of an acceptable 
prayer, we mud alfo add that of Confi- 
dence, or a firm perfuafion that we (hall 
obtain what we afk for, if it is expedient 
for us. Upon firft coming into the pre- 
fence of God, and confidering his nature 
and our own, we fhould naturally be more 
apt to fear and to defpair, than to repoie 
any confidence in him. To confider him 
as exalted in majefty and power, ourfelves 
as weak and impotent; him as a moil 
pure and holy Being, ourfelves as flained 
and polluted with fin, muft breed in us 
apprchenfions far different from thofe pleaf- 
ing fenfations which Confidence infpires. 
But when we confider that he is a God 
of Mercy, long-fufFering, and of great 
goodnefs, that he fo loved the world, as 

Vol. IV, D to 
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to fend his only fon to fufFer for it, that 
he hath commanded us to pray to him, and 
promifed to hear and grant our requefts, 
the fear which we before felt immediately 
fubfides, and Confidence, in its higheft 
fenfe, arifes in it's ftead ; Confidence of 
being heard, forgiven, and relieved. Wt 
then find that not to pray to him is to dif- 
obey his authority, and not to believe that 
our Prayers fhall be heard and granted, is 
to derogate from his Goodnefs, and diftruft 
his promifes. We muft not therefore let 
our humility fo far prevail as to plunge iis 
into defpair, or abate our Confidence ; nor 
our confidtnce get fo much the better, as to 
overthrow our humility, and hurry us into 
prefumption; but let both move in their 
proper fphere, and keep our fouls in a due 
temper ; when we confider our wants and 
unworthineft let us be humble, when we 
confider God's mercies let us be confident, 

and 
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and fo oflfer up our Prayers a reafonable 
and acceptable facriHce* 

Another qualification of an acceptable 
Prayer, is Attention ; this is not to be ac- 
quired fo eafily as fome may imagine ; our 
thoughts are in a perpetual flux, and of fo 
volatile a nature, that it is no eafy matter to 
keep them fixt and fteady, even when wc 
are retired from the world, and all outward 
objeds are taken away« The mind is ever 
roving, and fo diftrafted with the fucceffion 
of frclh ideas which arife involuntarily in 
her, that it is no contemptible tafk, after 
ihe has made choice of any one, to fhut out 
the reft, and keep herfelf attentive to that 
alone. Bcfidcs, the cares of this world 
are apt to intrude, and interrupt us, the 
enticing allurements of pleafurcs are ever 
ready to infinuate themfelves, and the 
Devil is always at hand to fccond every in- 
D 2 ftrumcnt, 



are well known to hii 
diligent in the time of 
hinge our thoughts, b 
fuch objedls and idea: 
bcft ferve his wicked p 
dent therefore, that oi 
refolution is neceffary t< 
tuc of Attention ; and i 
to cfFedt it, we fhould 
Majefty of him whom 
the importance of the 
pray for. The man ' 
earthly King for fuch tt 
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the vafl: confequences of thofe things which 
are the fubje&s of his petition ; and the 
fSune degree of Attention may we hope to 
obtain, if we will convince ourfelves, that 
in our Prayers we come before the King 
of Kings, and that what we petition, for 
is of the laft confequence to us, no lefs 
than the fupply of all our wants, no lefs 
than the forgivenefs of all our fins. 

If we thus u(e every method to iettle our« 
felves into an habit of Attention, if we en- 
deavour to reprefs every wandering thought 
in the birth, and are heartily forry when 
they force themfclvcs into our minds, if wc 
fincetely pray that God will enable us, by 
his grace, to overcome them, and give us 
this virtue to a greater degree, than our nar 
tural infirmities will permit us to acquire of 
ourfclves, wc have then all the reafon in the 
world to conclude, that God will crown 
D 3 oyr 
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author of our nature require 
than our nature will enable ui 
but will look upon our infirm. 
eye of pity and companion, an 
grace and pardon to them. 

To Attention we mud add Fei 
is not a cold and unmeaning lej 
Prayers which calls down blcfl; 
above 5 it is not a mere form of w 
the cfFeftual fervent Prayer, wJiic 
much. This qualification greatl 
upon Temper and Conftir'»»'''*' 

^1 r 
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tranfports, and blafphemoufly fancy that 
they are, in the language of a modem 
Enthufiaftj fenfibly aduated by the Holy 
Ghoft. Fervency, no doubt, is a very ne- 
ceffary and happy qualification of Prayer ; 
it introduces us to a more intimate fami- 
liarity with God, and at the fame time it 
procures us bleffings on earth,, in fomc 
meafure gives us a forctafte of Heaven, 
But great caution is requifite, that this fer- 
vency be fuch as is required by Godj it 
fliould be a gentle, pleafing, heavenly 
game, and not an headftrong and outrageous 
fire, which hurries men into Enthufiafm ^ 
it fhould, like the Sun, not only afford a 
barren warmth to the foul,- but fuch an 
heat, as may promote fruitfulnefs in well 
doing. 

To the forgoing qualificatipns we muft 

{idd Perfeverancc^ We muft not imagine, 

D 4 that 



40 S E R M O N 11. 

that a tranfitory Ipark of dcvorion will in- 
flame our Prayers fo as to make them a 
facrifice acceptable to God. Some heavy 
misfortune, or impending danger, fome 
ftroke of ficknefs, fome bad conlequence 
of our evil courfes ; fome more than ufu- 
ally fevere rcmonftrance of confcience, 
may make the wickedeft man alive, in his 
agony and fright, betake himfelf to Prayer, 
till his danger is over and his confcience 
lulled afleep. But the man who is really 
in earneft, and concerned for the fuccefs of 
his prayers, who is willing to perform the 
conditions, that he may be entitled to the 
bleflings which God has promifed, in 
whatever ftate he is, whether in ficknefs 
or in health, in profperity or adverfity, 
perfeveres fteadily in an habit of Prayer 5 
\ic rcflcfts, that thofe who are fo often in 
want, fo often entangled in fin, (hould 
pftcn pray for the relief of the one and the 

forgivcr 
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forgivencfs of the other; and he confidcrs 
it as his great blefling, that in his diftrefles 
he has fo kind a God to whom he may 
betake himfelf, fo prevailing a means as 
Prayer by which he may apply to him. If 
his dcfires are not immediately granted, he 
does not dcfift from this duty, but per- 
feveres inviolably in it, firmly believing 
that he fhall fee the goodnefs of the Lord 
in the land of the living. God may for a 
time, in his wife and good providence^ 
with-hold our defires from us, and yet 
fulfill them afterwards, when they more 
contribute to his glory or our good 5 and 
the parable of the unjuft Judge, and poor 
Widow, doth very ftrongly enforce on us 
that duty, which our Saviour intended to 
confirm in it, always to pray, and not to 
faint. 

To 
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To the abovementioncd qualifications of 
an acceptable Prayer we muft add, laftly, 
a lively Faith in Chrift •, fuch a Faith as 
may be a proper foundation for us to build 
the other qualifications upon, fuch a Faith 
as doth not overthrow good works, but 
produceth them, herfelf working by Love, 
The light of natural reafon dircfts us to 
offer up our Prayers to God only 5 but the 
Scriptures further inform us, that they 
muft be offered up through Chrift^ It is 
by his merits only, that we can expeft to 
have our fins forgiven, and our wants fup« 
plied* He is the merciful High Pricft, 
who having felt our infirmities has learned 
to compaflionate them \ having experienced 
our diftrcffes, is become willing to relieve 
them I and having borne temptation, is both 
able and willing to afilft us in, and deliver 
us out of it: he receives our prayers, offers 

them 
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them up to God, mtercedes in our behalf^ 
and backs our petitions with his own pre- 
vailing merits-, fo that there is no good 
thing which we may not hope for, through 
his mediation, 

Pleafure, Honour, and Profit, are the 
three great idols of the modern world, and 
cngrofs the adoration of much the greateft 
part of mankind, the Senfual, the Ambiw 
tious, and the Covetous, It is through 
the inducements of thefe prevailing paf* 
fions, that our hearts are entirely weaned 
from the conlideration of another life, and 
rivetted on this ; it is one or all of thefe 
which make us fit loofe to the duty of 
Prayer, and think every moment fpent 
therein precious time loft from the purfuic 
of our darling objeds. But if it will appear 
(as to an unprejudiced perfon I am fure it 
will) that Prayer is the beft means of afford- 
ing 
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ing not only one of thcfe advantages fcpa- 
lately, but all of them conjunftively, and 
each of them in a greater degree than we 
coiild enjoy without it, then we certainly 
have a very ftrong argument to enforce this 
duty, as well upon the interefts as the 
confciences of mankind. 

The man of Pleafure may boaft of his 
enjoyments, and thofe noble indulgencies 
of his fenfuality, in which the Brutes may 
vie with him, nay, in one refped, far ex-, 
cell him, in that they feel no remorfe^ no 
compunftion afterwards, and to fuch an 
one (whilft he continues fuch) it will be 
in vain to reprefent the more folid,. lafting, 
and fuperior pleafures which are to be 
found in a fincere performance of the duty 
of Prayer. But if we make our appeal 
to the hearts of thofe who are inflamed 
with true devotion, aad can relifh the ex- 

crcifes 
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crcifes of Piety, we may be eafily iatisficdU 
that one moment fpent in the difchargeof 
this duty, will much outweigh an whole 
life ipent in the indulgence of Sen&aliqr 
and Libertinifm. So much as the Soul is 
fuperior to the body, fo much are tbc 
pleafures of the one beyond thofe of the 
other. Corporeal gratifications are violent 
but not lafting; they foon cloy, and pall 
upon the appetite, and, notwithftanding 
the charm of variety, grow tedious and in- 
fipid. The pleafures of the foul are more 
fedate and temperate, more lafting and per- 
manent; the more we ufe, the more wie 
relifti them, the longer we are acquainted 
with them, the more lovely they appear, 
and the ftronger they engage us. But of 
all the pleafures of the foul, thofe which 
flie receives from the communication of 
God in the exercife of Prayer, are undoubt- 
edly the moft excellent, when Ihe mounts 

upon 



the glorious prclcncc, 
convcrlation of her Go 
cations leave a fting bt 
the greatcft libertine in 
always appeafe ; he muft 
cooler hours, feel the terrc 
ncath the burden of an ace 
but the pleafures refulting 
they arc free from all dif 
time, fo they are not terr 
cxercife itfclf, but difFufe a 
fatisfaftion over the foul -, 
not only pleafant in the pi 
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may talk of pleafurc, it is never to be found 
till we become acquainted with God, till 
we are made fenfible of his love, and en^ 
ioy that happy fricndfhip, and communioii 
with him, which is only expreffed and 
maintained by Prayer, and Ipiritual exer* 
cifes. 

But the performance of this duty is not 
only attended with Pleafure, but Honour 
alfo. To enjoy the intimacy and friend- 
fliip of a monarch, to be admitted to his 
Prefence at all times, to be at liberty to 
prcfent our petitions and be affured of fuc- 
cefs, is defervedly efteemed a great honour; 
but how much greater is it to enjoy the 
friend(hip of the King of Kings, to have 
freedom of acccfs at all times, to lay open 
our wants, and make our diftrefles known, 
with that freedom and liberty which a man 
ufeth to his friend, A mighty privilege 

this 
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this furelyF an honour as much greater 
than the familiarity of an earthly king, as 
God is fuperior to the greateft monarchy 
an honour, which is not to be fought 
through difficulties, dangers, and uncer- 
tainties, but may be eafily, fafely, and 
certainly obtained by the meaneft man on 
earth i an honour, which does not depend 
upon the breath of an unliable and mif- 
judging man, but on the favour of an 
immutable and all-wife God; an honour 
which is not to be acquired by violating 
our integrity, and contradifting the frame 
of our n^ure, but by preferving and com- 
plying with it ; which is not to be fought 
through the labyrinth of lies, flattery, and 
deceit, but in the plain road of truth, fin- 
cerity, and honefty-, which is not to be 
obtained by envy, hatred, and ambition, 
but by love, charity, and humility •, an ho- 
nour which will not leave us in the grave, 

but 
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Kilt accompany us to» and be perfeded *m 
aaiothcr fife. 

To the cbnfidcration of Plcafurc and 
npRoUr, let us add that of Profit alfo ; and 
Profit redounding to us both in temporaP 
and fpiritual matters. Prayer is the beft 
meatts of obtaining God's favour for the 
acquifition of what we want^ and the Pre- 
fervadon of what we have. If we fearch the 
fcriptures, we cannot but obferve the great' 
prevalence of this duty with Godj and have 
inftances^ in the hiftorical parts of them, 
of the' great temporal bleffings which are 
to be procured by it, which are at large* 
fct forth by Solomon. 

If thy 'people Ifracl be fmittcn down 
before the enemy ; if Heaven be (hut up, 
and there be no rain-, if there be in the' 
land famine, or peftilence, or if thy people 

Vox.. IV. E go 



from their afflidion, and . 
caulc. 

Thus, according to Solomc 
labours under the miferies of . 
ful war, Prayer is the fureft nr. 
cure a glorious vidlory, and a h 
if the wmdows of Heaven be 11 
drought and barrennefs prevail 
this is the mod eflfefhial methc 
the fertile fhowers, fo that the 
bring forth her fruits, that th 
dance and Ikip, and the valley 
finer for t/^»» - ' ' 
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pui^ the air, and procure for us health 
and plenty. In a word^ whatever misfor^ 
tun^s we labour under, whether public or 
private, a due difcharge of this duty is able 
to remove them, and obtain God's bleiling 
upon ourfelves, and families^ our friends 
and acquaintance, upon every thing we 
have, and every thing we do« 

To thefe advantages, which relate onlf 
to this life, let us alfo add thofe which na« 
turaUy lead us to happinefs hereafter. Let 
us refleft vhat an increafe of grace, what 
a confirmation of faith, what a quicken-^ 
ing of hope we may exped herefrom i and 
laftly, let us refled how much Prayer muft 
conduce to the advancement of virtue, and 
holinefs of living. 

It naturally hrttdt in tis due apprehexi^ 

fions.of God and ourfelves^ it fets before 

E a ua 
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us the perfitdions of tiie Deii^ in their fult 
gloiy ; it foppoics th^m, a& to- his moraP 
attnbuteSj cheobjeftsof our imitation, and 
makes them the (bbje^s of our contiempla-. 
tioD^ lb- that" a conflant performance of 
this duty can. fcarce fail of awakening ^ur 
cmu^cioQ, and as it wore inienfibly con- 
forming us td the im^gc of .God. As.it is^ 
fcarce poflible for a great finner to continue 
cdnftant in this duty, fo is ie.a» unUlsely 
fw a man who continues conftant in Prayer 
tD^heitt to aay wilfp} Ciru Prayer i» tHtf 
natural encQiy of Sin v it' caiuiot confift 
iMith it,. bu& mtifb eitlief conquer w ht 
eonqveticd by^ it| Pt^yer is the naturals 
fiiend and aUy of Holinefs^ and- caaner 
fiibfid without it^ fo as to be worthy thr 
name of Prayer ; Prayer has a natural; tciH 
dency to produce holinefs, and holinefs is 
afcdbltnely nctteflary to fanftify our Prayers* 
;. ... .... Novv-to God the Father, &c. 

SERMON 
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Mat HEW vL 9tli. 



Our Father wbicb art in Heaven. 



AFTER our Saviour bad given his 
difciples a charge not to imitate the 
Jiypocrites, who prayed {landing in the fy^ 
nagogues, aiid at the corners of the {beets, 
that they might be lecn of men, nor to 
follow the example of the ,hcathcn, who 
ufed vain repetitions, and thought they 
fliould be heard for their much fpeaking, 
he proceeds. to dire<5li theqi in what man- 
ner they {hould offer up their prayers, and 
(^clivers that form which hath juftly been 
E 3 the 
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die admiration of all ages, and the divine 
pattern whereby the Chriftian church hath 
modelled tier devQtions^ 

If we confidcr the Perfon who gave thi? 
Prayer to us, it claims our higheft regar4 
Vpon his account; or if we duly weigh 
the value of the gift itfelf, it deferve^ our 
(Special efteem upon its own. The Perfon 
who gave it to us^ was no other than our 
bleiTed Lord, who knew the wants aqd 
infirmities of our nature, being man, and 
^he propercft manner in which we could 
petition for the redrefs and relief of fhem, 
^ng God, The Prayer itfelf, i«rhether 
^t confider the order and harmony of it, 
the connexion of the parts, or the beauty 
pf the whole, is worthy of the higheft 
admiration. It is lb plain, and perfpicuous, 
^at the weakeft capacity may underftand 
|t i fo Ihort and concife, that the weakeft 

memory 
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memory may retain it ; fo full and com* 
prchenfive, that all our wants may very 
properly be reduced within the compals of 
it ; in a word, it is of fuch intrinfick worth, 
that unbelievers muft admire, though none 
but Chriftians can worthily repeat it. 

Our church hath (hewn that deference 
to this Prayer, that Ihe hath inferted it in 
every diftinft office of the whole Liturgy, 
rightly judging, that it would diffufe a 
brightnels around it, and atone for the 
imperfeftions of thofe fervices amongft 
which it was placed; fenfible that there 
muft be imperfeftions in all human compo- 
fitions (though, vanity apart, our-Liturgy 
is as perfeA a work as humanity muft ever 
hope to reach) (he endeavours, by the fre- 
quent repetition of this Prayer, where all 
is perfeft, all is worthy of the great author, 
%o make up for her own dcfcfts ; and pro- 
E 4 vidently 
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vidently confidcring how unfcttlcd the 
mind of man is, how perpetually raving 
from one idea to another, even during the 
time of prayer, (he hath wifely contrived 
to recall and fix his wandering thoughts^ 
which the chains of human eloquence are 
too weak to bind, by frequently calling 
upon him to join in the repetition of that 
Prayer, which, if we had not the word of 
God for it, would of itfelf proclaim it( 
divine original. 

The fanie regard which ^e church pays 
to this prayer in her publick fervices, dot]^ 
it beconie every pious Chriftian to pay tp 
it in his private devotions. Though, the 
foul pouring out herfelf before her Maker 
in. fecret, is left at greater liberty than in 
the great congregation, and is not boun(^ 
by fet forms of human compofition, yet 
even there fhe is not freed from this form, 

and 
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and if (be hath any true judgment of the 
ftal value of things, wUl not defire to be* 
Man, retired from the world, may take a 
greater fcope, more explicitly dwell upon 
his wants, and acknowledge his fins i hjat, 
sStGC all, he will find them here fummed 
up and epitomized in fuch a manner, and 
in /uch words, as will put the higheft 
eloquence of man to the blufh. 

As the good man will always ule this 
frayer, becaufe Chrift hath commanded it, 
*fo the wife man will ufe it, becaufe he cao 
find none that is comparable with it ; it is 
xhe only Prayer which many, and the bed 
which all can repeat ; it is, in a word, that 
Prayer which the good Chriftian will re- 
gulate all his devotions by, and which he 
will never omit to make a part of them. 

Thus 
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Thus much obfcnrcd in general, I fliaH 
make it my bulinefs to fet before you, in as 
plain and pradical a manner as poffible, 
die true purport of each part of this divine 
Prayer, to mention the proper afieftions, 
and enforce the rcfpeftive duties which 
ought to accompany our repetitioa <rf it, 
beginning with Our Father which art in 
Heaven. Ifi my confideration of which 
words I fhall (hew, 

' Firft, In what refpeds God is faid to bo 
our Father. 

Secondly, Why we are taught in our 
•Prayers to make ufe of the name of Father, 
rather than any other. 

•Thirdly, Why we are inftrufted to Cay 
our, and not my Father. 

Fourthly, 
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Fourdily, In what rclpcft God is £ud 
to be in Heaven. 

Fifthly and laftly. Why we are taught 
to make a particular mention of God's 
iicfidence in Heaven, in our Prayers. 

One of the refpcfts in which God is £ud 
to be our Father, is Creadon. This is a 
language ufual even with Heathen writers, 
who acknowledging God to be the Mak^ 
of the world, do frequendy ftile him the 
Father of it ; fuppofing the aft of Creation 
to be equivalent to that of generation, and 
that we are as much the children of him 
who created us in general, as of that indi- 
vidual perfon who begat us in particular. 
In this rcfpeft, God is the Father of all 
things, and the generations of the Heaven 
and the Earth, confefs his Paternity, the 
fain claims him for a Father, and the 

drops 
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drops of dew declare their having been 
begotten by him y but in a more eminent 
and exalted fenfe he is the Father of Man, 
having created him after his own image; 
-whence Adam is called the Son of God, 
and Man may more elpecially lay with 
the Prophet, Have we not all one Father ? 
Hath not one God created us ? 

Frefervadon is another reafon for our 
calling God Father, and the continuation 
of our exiilence a perpetual obligadon on 
us to make ufe of that name. If the firft 
giving of being is a proper foundation of 
Paternity, the prefcrvation of that Beii^, 
which. is not improperly ftiled a Continued 
Creation, muft be a foundation of Paternity 
likcwife ; fo that God, who is our Father 
in right of having gracioufly created us, is 
ftill farther fo, in right of having no left 
gracioufly preferved us. 

Redemption 
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Redemption is another rcafon for our 
calling^ God Father. The difofaedicncc of 
our firft parents brought themfelves and^ 
iheir pofterity into fo miferable an eftacei 
dieir nature was^ fo corrupted^ their un- 
derfhnding fo darkened, and then^'wilMo' 
penrerfe, that it was impoffible for thcntf 
to fulfil the law of nature, and^without^ 
fblfiBing it, it was abfolutelf certanr, that 
they muft fall into condemnation; Inr diir 
deplorable condition, the mercy of God 
hoarded us ; he- made-a covenant ^dth^his 
only begotten Son, that he ikout^d corned 
into the world j and die for noiShkind; and, 
' lipoA the merit of that, cancel the hand^ 
wiidng-of the law,, which bore fa hard 
upoit usv diat he fhouM afibrd u$ eafier 
eondidoRs^ greater afliftances, and^ morr 
^orious promiles, that he ihould deprive 
Sin of her ffirength, fwallow up Death irt 
Viftory, and lead Capdvity c^ve j ' thati 

he 
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hefliould redeem us from the claim of 
HpU, and reinftatew in our tide to the joys 
of Heaven. For this reafon therefore it is» 
alfo,. that wc confcfe the Paternity of Goi^ 
that .we joyfully look upon our Creator. 
VkI Prcfcrver as amiably cloathed with the 
mercies of a Redeemer, and as thereby ac*. 
quiring a frefli title to the name of Father, 
id ttat he hath begotten us from the death 
of Sini unto the life, of ^ighteouihels. 

Regeneration is another reafbn for our 
calling God Father. In rcfpeft of Crea- 
tion» and F^' ^"^rvation^ * all things \vk gene«^ 
ral may call upon God by diis name \ in 
cefpeft of thofe many excellent . endow- 
ments by which hviman. nature is exal.&ecjL 
above the inferior parts of the creation,;;^(i 
in which fhe bears the image of God, ; the. 
whole race of men may with equal pro*^ 
priety make uCe of this appellation \ and 

the 
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ilie Paternity ariiing from Redemption is as 
univcrfal as the Satisfaftipn pf Chrift, vihty 
died for all men ; but in refpeft of Regc* 
neration, no one can call God Father, who 
is not aduajly entered' into ,%ht Gofpd* 
Covenant, and become a member of Jefus: 
Chrift, who hath not been fprinkled witbi 
the laver of Regeneration, and fandified: 
by the Holy Ghoftj whofoever believctk: 
that Jefus is the Chrift, is born of God.? 
If we confider indeed the wonderful altera**^' 
tipn which is made in us by the gracious 
operations of Qod*s holy Spirit in our Rc*-i 
generation, how thoroughly we arc puri* 
fied when baptized with the Holy Ghoft 
and with fire, upon what different priii* 
ciplcs we think, fpeak, and aft, wefhall; 
readily fee that fvich an alteration may juftly . 
be fliled.a new bjrth, we who have under.^: 
gone it new Creatures, and God who hath i 
perfjsfted i( in us, and creatc;d w in good 

works 
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Works unto Chrift Jefiu^ upon this account 
dfo a Father to us* 



Adoption is another reafon for our calling 
God Father. It hath been ufual among 
men, for thofe who are childlefs to adopt 
the children of others, and to confer the 
fame obligations on, and exped the fame 
afieflion aiid obedience from them, as if 
they were their own offspring. Thus hath 
God dealt with us ; he hath predeftinated 
us to the adoption of Children, by Jefus 
Chrift, to himfelf, and hath given us the 
fpirit of Adoption, whereby we cry Abba, 
Father. But the motives on which men 
adopt children, and thofe on which God 
adopts us, are widely different. They fly 
to adoption as the laft refource and comfort 
of their folitary condition, as an ardficial 
means of fupplying themfelves with what 
Nature hath denied them, and in expefta-- 

tion 
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don of pleafure and bleffing to themfelves. 
Whereas God hath adopted us, not for his 
own, but for our fake ; not that he may be 
a Father, but that we may be children; 
the love is all his^ the advantage all our 
own; 

Having thus feen in what refpe&s we 
call God Father^ I proceed. Secondly, to 
Ihew, Why wc are taught in bur prayers 
to make ufe of the name of Father, rather 
than any othen 

. If we conlider with what afie^ons of 
the mind bur prayers ought always to be 
accompanied^ with what humility and re* 
verence, with what love and confidence, 
with what refblution of fubmiflion and 
obedience, we fhall find that no other 
name could fo naturally infpire us with 
them, as this of Father. The idea of 
Vol. IV. F Omnipo- 
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Omnipotence is great and terrible, and, 
abftraftedly confidered, will indecxt fuffici- 
ently excite our hun-Hlity and reverence, but 
by no means our love. The idea of infinite 
Goodncfs is tnily amiable and lovdy, but, 
confidcred in itfelf, not at all calculated to 
railc in us humility and fear. The idea of 
perfeft Jufticc will breed defpair, and the 
confideration of infinite Mercy create pre- 
fomptbn rather than confidence. Eternity 
atid Immenfity ftrikc us with admiration^ 
but are above our comprehenfion ; and 
perfeft Holincfe and Purity, though ex-^ 
ceeding lovely in themfelves, are too bright 
and daszUfng for the eyes of finnersr But 
in the name of Father all thefe perfef)ion$ ' 
of the Deky are coUeftivclJr underftootf,. 
as certtered in the fame perlbn, as moving 
in the moft perfeft harmony, as be&ig in 
faft the lame fimple eflence difplaying if felf 

feverai 
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fevcral ways, and demanding of us fcvcral 
affWlions* 



HumiKty artd rcvcrcnte arc ^iprtflioits 
of relpcd, which all good children pay to 
their (Earthly parents^ and which, if they 
arc fincefc when they call God Father, 
they mud in a much greater degree pay t6 
him. His adorable Majefty, his incompre- 
hcnflblc Greatnefs, and Almighty Power, 
demand this of us. There is nothing which 
more powerfully worki upon us to love 
any *pcrfon, than his having conferred 
favours on us, and given un expreflions of 
his good Will and affeAion ; and the gre^tei" 
his good will appears to be, the gre^tei* 
the favours are which we receive, the 
greater in proportion fhould our love be 
to htm. Now, as there is no perfon who 
hath conferred upon us, in arty comparifon, 
lb great benefits as God, fo there is no 
F 2 name 
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name fo proper to lanind us of them, ss 
this of Father, which ptcfents him to our 
thoughts at once as om* Creator, Prderver, 
aad Redeemer, as icgeneratii^ «s by his 
holy Spirit, and adopting us in 1ms bkffid 
Son; and ccmlequently no name is fi> pro* 
per to excite in us that ardent love and af- 
feftkm which God requires* 

Upon coming bto the prefence of a 
God, who declares himlclf of purer eyes 
than K> behold iniquity, iinners Ihould na- 
turally tremble and delpair; but the name 
of Father conveys to us ib tender an idea, 
as calms our terrors, and inipiresbt^ and 
confidence^ teaching us, that if our Fathers,, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
their children, how much more fliall our 
Father which is in Heaven, give to thoie 
who call upon him ? But notwithftanding 
the name of Father gives us fo favourable 

aa 
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an idea, yet there is in it fufficient awe and 
dignity to excite and claim our obedience. 
* Parents after the flelh love their children, 
liften to their petitions, fot^ve their faults, 
and relieve their wants ; but parents after 
the flelh expert alfo to be obeyed ; and fo 
does God ; we have no title to his mercy 
till we endeavour, byafincere, though im- 
perfeft, obdience, to fatisfy his Juftice. 

When we a(k any favours of our ac- 
quaintance, and noeet with a denial, we are 
apt to harbour a refentment againft them, 
and to impute their refufal to indifference, 
pride, ill-nature, or fuch like motives-, 
but when our parents deny our requefts 
we feel no fuch refentmcnts, wc arc well 
fatisfied erf their love, and repute even their 
denial an argument of it. Thus, when 
we offer up our prayers to God, we are, 
by making ufe of the name of Father, 
F 3 taught 
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taught the moifc profound fubmifllon a|i4 
refignation, committing the fucceis of ow 
prayers entirely to his pleafure, and de- 
termining to look on the afflidioas which 
he lays on us as Fatherly corredions^ an4 
on the tl:^ings which he withholds from us^ 
as fuch which it is mote our interefi: Q[> 
want than to obtain. Thus we fee, that the 
reafbn why we are taught in our prayers 
to make ufe of the name of Father, rather 
than any other, is, becaufe that name is 
more proper than any other to fct befere 
us the mercies we have received, and ki« 
fpire us with fuch affedions, as ou^t t^ 
fanftify our prayers* 

The next thing in courfe is to enquire. 
Why we are taught in our prayers to fay 
fiur^ and not my Father. 

We 
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We are the" children of God only in an 
tmpr^r &nie, and as the phrafe of i^ne^ 
ration is applied unto feveral aAs of the 
fame nature with, or is attended with the 
fame cgnfequences as generation in its pro« 
per &nfe. But Clirift h truly and ptop^j 
the Som of God^ by a true and proper g^^ 
neration ; we are ions In fucfa a manner as 
to have our ibnlbip in common with others^ 
fb that any other part of the creation may 
join with us in calling upon God as a 
Father J and therefore we fay otfr Father. 
Chrift is a Son in fuch a manner, that no 
one can call Qgd Father in the fatnc fenfe 
which he does ; and therefore my Father 
ieems 90 cxprcffion v/hich, though not im- 
propeif iq oqr rno^ths,^ is yet moft proper 
in his* 

In Scripture our Lqrd ieems defigm^ly 

inda&rbus to\ diilinguiih betw^n our $^^^ 

F ^ Ihip 



^^f^°" to God, i-ayi,, 

y^f^ in this prayer 

fPPofcdasthefpeake 
«> ^k9t this diffcnrnce 

a«d eternal generation 
«dtiein,p«>pe,g,„„ 
*»« in doie. 

^n «8ard to pra<5tfce, 
^»7«randnot«9,F,^^ 

'^"^ofanunivcrfaJiove 
"^^d. «ndti,atiti.i, 



^ E R M O N ill. 73 

We are all the children of the fame Father, 
wc have all one Creator and Preferver, and 
ought therefore to exercife an univerfal cha- 
rity, in imitation of God*s univerfal Provi- 
dence, who caufeth the fun to rife, and the 
rain to defcend both upon the juft and the 
unjuft. But a more particular love is due 
to our fellow Chriilians; for thefe we 
ought to pray with the greateft zeal, ,with 
thefe we ought to live in the moft perfeft 
harmony, and as we are the children of 
one Father, namely, God, and the members 
of one Body, namely, Chrift, fo ought we 
to have but one heart, and one mind. 

On the whole therefore, if when we fay 
cttr Father, our hearts are filled with hu- 
mility and reverence, witK love and confi- 
dence, with fubmiflion and obedience, with 
charity and benevolence, we may with good 
reafon conclude that we arc properly qua- 
lified 
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lified to repeat thefe words, that wc are 
indeed God's Children, and he our Father. 
But on the contrary, if our hearts are 
pufied up with pride and haughtincfs, funk 
into indifference, or overcome with diftrjjft,, 
if there lurk in us any feeds of difcontcnt 
gnd diibbedience tp God, of envy^ hatred, 
malice, or uncharitablenefs to man, this 
name will but aggravate our guilt, and in- 
crcaie our condemnation, in that fo great 
mercies vouchfafcd to us by God, and pre- 
fcnted to our thoughts by the name of 
Father, have had no greater effcft on us, 
nor been fuificient to root out thole paf- 
fions, which are dire&ly repugnant to his 
nature. To come into God's prefence with 
the name of Father in our mouths, unleis 
we have the affe&ions flowing from it ever 
warm at our hearts, and influencing our 
lives, is a piece of hypocrify which cannot; 
lye hid from God's infinite knowledge, nor 

efcape 
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cfcape bis per&fb juftice. The mentioa 
of this name, at the fame tmie it reminds 
us of what God has done for us, fliould 
remind us of what we ought, in obedience 
CO him, to do for ourielves i and then only 
can we properly call God our Father, when 
we fincerely endeavour to approve ourfelves 
his children. 

The next part of this dirme prayer 
which comes under confideration, prefenty 
God to our minds as beii^ in Heaven^ 

. Thefe words, which art in Heaven, are 
not defigned to limit or confine the c^Tine 
nature, to fay here it is, and there it is 
not, but to breed in us a due apprehenfioo 
and clfeem ai God's Majefty. 

In regard of his natural or efiential pre- 
icnc^ he fills all his works, and is prefent 

with 
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with the whole creation ; he knoweth ouf 
down-fitting and our up-rifii^, he under* 
ftandeth our thoughts long before^ he ii 
about bur path and about our bed, and 
Ipieth out all our ways ; if we climb up 
into Heaven, he is there, if we go down 
to hell, he is there alio s no time or place, 
no action, word, or thought, are fb (ecret 
as to exclude him ; the inmoft recefles of 
the heart* lye open to his view, and by 
the neceflary perfcftion of his nature he 
is intimately prefent with the minuteft 
particle of his works. 

In r^ard of his gracious prefence, God 
is faid to be prefent with good men, to 
dwell in their hearts, and to take up his 
refidence with them that are of an humble 
and contrite Ipirit ; in regard of this, he 
draws near to us when we do any thing to 

plc^ 
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f)leafe him, and departs from us when we 
ofiend him. 

In regard of his M^eftick prefencc^ 
which we are to underftand in the wori^ 
under coafideration, he is faid to be in 
Heaven, becaufe he theie afibrds brighter 
nianifeftations of his glory ; he from thence 
ifiues out the decrees of his Providence^ 
and lays open the purpofe and defign of his 
diQ>enfations ; he there fhines forth in diat 
fullnefs of majefty, in that brightnefs of 
perfeAion, which we can but faintly imar 
gine here, and the admiration of whick 
will be part of our happy employment 
hereafter. 

It remains for us to enquire, laftly, For 
what purpofes we are taught in our prayers 
to make mention of otir Father's being iQ 
Heaven* Thefe are to breed in us a ^sa- 

per 
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hy appearances \ fo that a well condu(^ed 
Ikfpocnfy may gam a child as great ad- 
vantages from an earthly parent, aa the 
inoft unfti^ied fincerity. But our Father 
which is kK Heaven cannot be (o deceived, 
lor the Lord feeth not as man feech ; man 
looketh on the outward appearance, but 
the Lord lookedi on the heart* 

Our earthly parents are fo unftablc m 
their aSeftions, fo weak in their under- 
ffanding, fo eontraAed in their abilities, 
fo fliort In their duration, that no certam 
dependance is to be had on them ; but bur 
Father which is in Heaven, is in his love 
and goodnefs fixt and hnmtrtable, in know- 
ledge infinite, in power almighty, in du- 
ration eternal, fo that on him, and him 
only ijc can place a fotid and rcafonable 
Confidence. 

Thei^ 
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There is nothing more proper than the 
confideration of our Father's being in 
Heaven to wean our aSeftions from this 
world, and make us gafp after the next; 
it reminds us of the Ihortneis and uncer- 
tainty of earthly things, where we have 
no continuing city, and that an inheritance 
is to be fought by us in Heaven y for our 
Father is m Heaven, and where he is there 
ihould we defire to be alfo. 

I Ihall conclude this difcourle with fum« 
ming up the full fenfe of the words wo 
have been confidering, according to the ex* 
pUcation given of them, and which, by 
way of Paraphrafe, may run thus : 

O, thou great and gracious Being, who 
baft purcha&d to thyfelf the name of 
Father of all men and things by Creation 
and Frelervation, of all men in general by 

Redemptbn, 
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Redemption, and of ^1 Chriftians in par- 
ticular by Regeneration and Adoption, who 
haft all the perfections which an earthly 
parent can have in an infinite degree, and 
art entirely free from all their blemiibes, 
who^ in refpeft of the diffufion of thy pre- 
fence art every where, in rcfpeft of the 
operations of thy grace doft dwiell in good 
men, and in refped of the mantfeftation 
of thy Majefty art iaid to be in Heaven, 
we come before Thee, as commanded by 

, thy blefled Son, to petition for the relief 
of our wants, and the pardon of our fins, 
brining with us thofe affections which 
the confideration of a Father, and of a 
Father which is in Heaven, ought to b^eed 
in the breafts of his children. When we 
confider thy infinite Majefty, Povfer, and 
Juftice, vre are ftruck with the moft pious 
humility, reverence, and firar, are actuated 
with the moft firm refolutions of obedience i 

^ Vol- IV. G v^heit 
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when we contemplate thy goodnels, wirdpn^ 
and knowledge, we feel the nyo^ cx^h^d 
fentiments of love and gratitude, fubtpiffipn 
and refignation, confidence and fincerity; 
when we reflcft on thy example we are 
infpired with an univerial love and charity 
for all men; when we confider that the 
Heavens are thy habitation, we look with 
indifference cui things of this life, and defir^ 
to enjoy complete happinefs with thcie in 
Heaven *, and in order to enfure ourfelvcs 
a place there, we make thcfe gfiedions the 
ruling principles of our lives and converia- 
dons ; we always fet thy example before 
our eyes, and make, as children ought, th<r 
imitatk>n of our Father's perfe&ions ibc 
chief ftudy of our thoughts, the chief pur- 
port of our words, the chief bufinefs of ouc 
adions^ the chief happioefi of our lives. ' 

Now to God the Father, &c. 

SERMON 
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Matthew vi. 9th. 



Hallowed be, tby Name. 



OUR Saviour hiving direded his dii^ 
tiplcs ;o whom they were to ofier 
their pr^ers, and by what name more 
clpecudly they fhould approach hinii pro*, 
ceeds to dired them likewife for what 
things they fhould pray to him, and ia. 
what prder their petitions fhould be pre* 
fentcd, beginning with *' Hallowed be thy . 
Name.*' A petition which, as it naturally 
arifes out of the words which went before, 
fo doth it very properly precede and obtain 
the preference over all that follow after. 

G 2 When 
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When wc receive any great and materiat 
obligations from Man, 'when we are un- 
expededly relieved from any great difbcfs, 
or delivered from any impending danger^ 
the firit motion of the foul is all hurry and 
confulion, a mixture of pain and pleafure 
rather to be felt than defcribed. But when 
thefe firft tranfports are over^ when Reafoa 
refumes her feat, and Reflexion fucceeds, 
the firil enquiry of a grateful foul Is thb t 
r have jtceived an obligation, how IhaK I 
return it ? If that appears impoffible, all 
that a generous benefa&or will require^ all 
that a grateful foul can^ do, and more thaa 
fhe can fometimes escprels, is to acknow- 
ledge her obligations, and to iay^ I thank 
thcc* 

, Thus it is between us and God : when* 
we have thoroughly weighed and examined 
the great and material benefits conferred 

OA 
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on es. by God» and ftron^y conveyed to 
our minds, by the name of Father, when 
we view him at once as cfeating us oiit of 
the. duft of the earth, as preferving that 
being which he gave, and fafely conducing 
us, through all the ftorms of life, as re- 
deeming us from the claim of Hell, re- 
generating us by his blefled Spirit, and 
adc^ting us in his blefled Son, all is joy, 
all is wonder, expreffing idelf in the words 
of the Pfalmift, Lord, what is man, that 
thou art mindful of him, and the Son of 
man, that thou regardeft him? Upon cooler 
recoUedtioni gratitude induces us to think 
of «naking fome return, and to cry- out. 
What reward Ihall I give ynto the Lord 
for all the benefits he hath done unto me f 
What reward (halt thou give unta hin^ in* 
deed i Thy intenrioas are good, but never 
to be executed. The mercies of Qod are 
as much above any returns of thine, as they 
G 3 «1P 
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arc above thy dcfcrts. Thy Wealth n 
Poverty, thy Power Weaknefs, and thy 
Wifdom Folly in the fight of God. Pru- 
dently then, and pioully, content thyfelf 
with acknowledging his goodnefs, and (tt- 
ting his mercies ever before thine eyes, 
.with faying, in the lively and grateful 
eloquence of the Pfalmift, Praifc the Lord, 
O my foul, and all that is within me praife 
.his holy name ; Pr&ife the Lord, O my 
foul, and forget not all his benefits; O 
God, our God, our Father which art in 
Heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. 

The order in which this petition ftandi 
doth very properly point out to us what all 
of us muft know, and yet many of us are 
very apt, and too willing to forget, that 
the glory of God ought to be the great and 
chief purfuit of man. It is apparent, that 
whatibever hath a right to our firft confi- 

. ' deration 
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deration in our prayers, (hould hav:e the 
fame preference in our lives and convcrfa- 
tions. Man may indeed, and too often 
doth divert and amufe hitnfelf with vain 
and idle purfuits, with worihipping idols 
of his own creation, and following phan- 
toms which he himfelf h^th formed, but 
he can have no folid and rational views, 
which have not a regard to, and do not 
ultimately terminate in, the glory of God ; 
that molt noble and lively principle, that 
moft worthy and happy end of ^U his 
aftions. 

The defign of God in the creation of 
the world was the glory of the Creator, 
and the good of the Creature; and then 
only doth the Creature attain to the utmoft 
perfeftion of his nature, when both thcfc 
ends are happily anfwcred. But the mif- 
'fortune is, that thcfe things, which in the 
G 4 defign 
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defign of the Deity, and in the nature of 
things, are ftridUy and infeparably con- 
nected and united, become divided by the 
folly and corruption of man, and are ccm- 
fidered as incompatibly as (wo diftindt and 
oppofite purfuits, of lyhich both a^ not 
attainable ^ and it is plain to be feef) by the 
praftice of the world, how much weight 
the glofy of God will haye with us, and 
hoiy far it will influence our adions, when 
onpe it conies to tje conAderpd as incoiy* 
fiftent with, and oppofite (o^ what we 
imagine to be our happinefs. 

Jhe greater p^ Qf mankind calling in- 
clination reafop, and corruption happine^ 
dire£t their courfe to fbme diftant goal, 
where imaginary happinefs takes up her 
abode ^ whilft the wifer and the happier 
few purfue the road which leads to the 
glory of God, and to the only true, folid, 

and 
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and lafting happinefs of man. Our wife 
Creator, well acquainted with the nature 
of the Creature which he had made, cop* 
trived to implant in us a principle more 
quick and powerful to advance his glory 
than gratitude itfclf, when he made the 
fame means which conduced to his glory, 
neceffary to our own happinefs ; and that 
man who leads a religious and Chridian life, 
doth at the fame* time give glory to God, 
which is the one end of his creation, and 
procure happinefs to himiclf, which is the 
other* 

Thus much obfcrved in general, I pro- 
ceed more particularly, to confider the 
petition before us, and (hall ihew, 

Firft, What we are to undcrftand by 
God*s Name. And, 

Secondly, 
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Secondly^ How wc arc to Hallow it. 

By the Name of God wc arc to under- 
ftand, in the firft and mod imporunt fcnfe 
of the word, hb all-perfcft nature. Names 
are impofed on things to diftinguiih them 
from each other, by conveying to us as 
clear an apprehenfion as poflfible of their 
nature. But God is a Being fb infinitely 
tranfcendent above all other, that fio one 
name can give us any adequate conception 
of him, and the whole force of words is 
infufficicnt to fet before us God in that 
fuUneis of glory which dwells eflentially 
in him. To raife our thoughts, however, 
as near as poffibk to the Deity, he is in 
Scripture fet forth to us under fevcral titles, 
expreffive of the feveral ways in which his 
*all-perfe6i nature difplays itfclf to man. 
Could any one word convey to us a proper 
notion of God's nature, that would be his 

namci 
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oame^ but as this b impoflible, we muft 

by his name neceffarily undcrftand what- 

t 
ever perfeftions we kftow to be eflential 

to hitn^ whether manifefted in. his works, 

or revealed to us in bis wprd, under how 

^any diiFcrcnt titles Jfoeyer. 

By the name of God in a fecondary feniev 
we are to underiland whatever hath an in>- 
mediate relation to him ; as the times and 
places fet aj>art for his fervice,- thofe holy 
writings in which are contained the reve- 
lations of bis will ; the perfOns appointed 
to minifter in his fervice, and the revenues 
allotted for their maintenance. 

To hallow the name of God, in which 
foever oCthefc fenfes we take it, cannot 
fignify to confer any holinefs upon it. Iti 
holinefs, as in. his other adorable perfec- 
tions, God is infinite i nor is it in 'Our 
. - power 
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power to diminifii' therefrom, or make anjr 
addition thereto ^ and thofe things which 
bear fome peculiar relation to God, arc 
holy merely upon that account, and not 
according to the opinion which men may 
have, or the ufts they may make of them. 
It is not therefore for his own fake, or any 
advantage, any fre(h increafe of glory and 
holinefs accruing thereby to i^i^f, that God 
hath made the hallowing hi3 name our duty, 
but for a proof of omx love, gratitude, an^l 
obedience, and as a neceflary qualification 
" to prepare us for being fubjei^ of his 
kingdom^ When therefore, we entertain 
high and worthy notions of God's nature ; 
when we acknowledge his infinite perfec* 
tk>ns, and aft agreeably to iuch acknow- 
ledgments, viewing and adoring at a dif^ 
tance his natural attributes, approaching 
to and imitating his moral, when we keep 
our mouths from profane curling and 

fwearin^ 
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fwearing, and never mention the name of 
the high and holy One but with* awe and 
reverence, piety and devotion-, when wc 
make God's glory the firft principle, the 
chief end of all our thoughts, words, and 
anions, and let the dciire of hallowing his 
holy name ftand foremoft in our hearts^ asr 
it doth in the petitions of this prayer^ then 
do we hallow as we ought the name of 
God, as it fignines his nature. 

When we cfteem thofe things wliicb 
bear any relation to God according to the 
dignity of him to whom they belong, and 
apply them to the purpofes for which they 
were defigned, when we rightly confider 
them as appointed by God to receive pare 
q£ that reverence which we owe to him, 
and which he looks upon as paid to him- 
ielf, when we hallow the times and pkce» 
fet apart for his fcrvice by a conftant at- 
tendance 
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tendance and devout behavioqr; the Scrip* 
tures^ by defending chcm on all occafions 
againft the cavils and objefkions of ingdels 
or evil*minded brethren^ by cfteeming them 
the word of God containing all things ne- 
oeflary to falvation^ by diligqitjiy aiui de^ 
voutly reading and meditating on them, 
and by giving them aU honour in our €on« 
verfation^ forbearing to make a jell of them, 
which is the praftioe of unbelievers, or^to 
take a jeft out of them, which is the praftice 
9f t^my who gratify what they caU wtt 
m tba expcnce of decency and "religiony 
when we hallow the perfons apppinted to 
minifter in his fervice by a pioper regard 
of their function, -a due attention to their 
inftructions, and a praAical obfervance of 
tbem, and their revenues by a cheerful and 
pundual payment of them whenever they 
uc due, we do then hallow a» we ought 

the 
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die name Qf . God, according to the fc- 
cqndary explication here given of it. 

W^ it in our power to make any addi- 
tion to the Holinefs of God's Nature, or 
to add to his eflcntial Glory in any rcfpedl 
whatfoever, certainly in point of gratitude 
we ought to do it, nay (hould be exceeding; 
glad that we are able to make fome returni 
for the mercies we have received at his. 
hands* As there is no pleafure which is. 
more fmcere, no virtue which conveys. 
greater delight along with it than the r&». 
tiirning of obligations, unlefs it is the 
conferring them, what a delightful piece. 
<^ fenrke muft it be to a generous foul 
to indulge her gratitude to God, and in 
fome meafure acquit herfelf of her obliga- 
tions, by hallowing his name. The fa-, 
tisfadion arifing herefrom would be cheap- 
ly bought, tbougli the performance was« 

laborious 
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laborious and difficult; ^and the delight 
refulting from the a6Uon, when accom- 
plifhed, would amply overpay all the la- 
bour undergone in the accompliflunent of 
it. 

Suppofing then, that to hallow God's 
name was a laborious tafk, whereas it is 
moft eafy and pleafant, and that it was pro- 
fitable to God, but not in the ]ca& to our- 
felves, gratitude fhould even then be fuffi^ 
dent to induce us to perform it» Our fincere 
hallowing of God's name doth not render 
him one whit more holy, who is in him- 
fclf holy above all that is called holy ; doth 
not render him in the lead more gbrious^ 
who is in himlelf great above all glory; 
our becoming faithful fubjeds of his king-* 
dom doth not at all encreafe his dominion^ 
who in the right of his own eflential per* 
ftctions ruleth over all ^ nor our zealous 

performancl^ 
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performance of, and fubmilTion to, his 
will, make any addition to his authority 
who doeth whatfocver he will in Heaven 
and in earth. It is for our own fakes 
therefore that^i^e are taught thus to pray, 
and required thus to a&s chat by fo doing 
we may render ourielves proper objeds gf 
God's goodnels, and partake of the blefled 
efl^ds of his beneficence. 

Notwithftanding all this, how few are 
there, if we look into the world, who are 
worthy repeaters of this petition, who 
hallow the name of God as they ought. 
Some, and thofe not a few in this right 
hdhourable age of infidelity, wholly deny 
the Being of a God ; • others allow him in- 
deed a bare exiftence, but impioufly ftrip 
him of his attributes, and deny his Pro- 
vidence; whilft many who profefs the 
Chriftian faith, and call themfelves the 

Vol.. IV. H. children 
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children of God, difhonour him by their 
wicked and profligate life, and bring into 
contempt, and caufe to be evil fpoken of, 
that holy name whereby they arc called. 

Never did greater levity appear than in 
the prefent age. All things ferious, folemn, 
and lacred are wantonly thrown by, or 
treated only as proper fubjefts of ridicule j 
and the religion of Chrift, which ought to 
warm the hearts and influence the prafticc 
of its profeflbrs, is no nwre than fkin-decp ; 
it is made a plaufible pretence to ferve a 
turn, and is put off and on as eafily as our 
cloaths. How thin is the church, how 
almoft defolatc is the altar of God ? What 
wonder? fince a party of pleafure, the 
dropping in of a friend, a too luxurious 
meal, and indolence of difpofition, in a 
word, any thing or nothing, is deemed 
a fufficicnt cxcufe for our flaying from 

church, 
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church, and negleding the publick worihip 
of our Maker. 

The Scriptures, thofe lively oracles of 
God, wherein is. contained our title to 
eternal falvation, which it is every man's 
duty and happinefs to be acquainted with, 
how (hamefuUy, how foolilhly, how impi- 
oufly, are they neglefted ? I doubt, though 
I am afraid it doth not admit of a doubt, 
whether any book is fo little known as that 
which deferves and demands our Aridteft 
attention. The Poor think themfelves ab- 
folved from confulting it bccaufe fo much 
of their time is taken up by their necefTary 
labour -, and the Rich no doubt muft be 
cxcufed, fome becaufc they never read at 
all, and others becaufe their meditations are 
turned another way, and they are better 
employed in peruiing and railing trophies 
to more modern Produ&ions, where inde- 
H 2 cency 
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cency paffcs off for wit, and infidelity for 
reafon. 

Anfwerable to and worthy of thefe molt 
excellent private ftudies, is the polite Con- 
verfation of the prefent age, where Noife is 
Mirth, Obfcenity Good-humour, and Pro- 
fanenefs Wit. Decency and Good fenfc, 
which were formerly deemed neceffary to 
give a grace to and feafon Converfation, to 
join Pleafure'and Improvement together, 
are become mere antiquated notions, words 
without meaning; and all that the pert 
and polite fmner need to do now to eftablilh 
hi^ reputation of wit, and be deemed the 
hero of all polite Ailemblies, is to get rid 
of Religion as foon as poflible, to let Con- 
fcience at defiance, to deny the Being or 
Providence of God, to laugh at the Scrip- 
tures, deride God's Ordinances, profane 
hfs name, and' rally his Miniftry. Thus 

qualified. 
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qualified, the world is his own, he carries 
all before him, and if he fhould meet with 
oppofition from fome iincere Chriftian who 
is truly Religious, and cannot brook to 
hear the nany of his Maker treated with 
contempt, why he defpiies and derides the 
poor fuperftitious Fool, and fuperlatively 
happy in himfelf laughs at the Argument 
which he cannot anfwer. 

Much were it to be wilhed that the 
Charafter here drawn was imaginary, or 
at leaft uncommon, but I am afraid the 
experience of all prefcnt will affure them 
it is too real, too frequent. 

I (hall difmifs my Confideration of this 
petition by ferioufly exhorting every Good 
Chriilian to extend his regards to his icU 
low-creatures, to endeavour to propagate 
a due veneration of God's holy Name, not 
H 3 only 
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only by the goodncfs of his life, and the 
fincerity of his Prayers, but alfo by giving 
his advice, and exerting his authority. It 
is naturally implied in the words of this 
petition, that we hallow God*s name our- 
felves, and promote it in others, as much 
as lies in our power ; and if we are dcfi* 
cient as to ourfelves, or negligent as to 
others, every time we repeat this petition, 
we incur the cenfure and punifhment due 
to hypocrify. 

There are it is to be feared, many well- 
meaning and fincerc Chriftians, who thro' 
fear of laughter, imputation of fingularity, 
and cenfure of hypoerify, forbear to rebuke 
and exprefs their diflike to thofe many ways, 
by which God's name is difhonoured in moft 
converfations. But furely if it is becoming, 
if it is the duty of a man to vindicate the 
charafter of his friend, ftill more becoming, 

ftiU 
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ftill more the duty muft it be of every 
Chriftian to defend the honour of his God ; 
efpccially as thofe who profane it will be 
apt to conftrue filence into approbation, 
and think thofe fecretly for them, who are 
not openly againft them. Now that religion 
is at fo low an ebb, every difciple of Chrift, 
who hath at heart the honour of his Maftcr, 
ought to difplay the banners of Chriftianity 
abroad, to declare open war againft wicked- 
nefs and vice, to coniider himfclf as ac- 
countable to God for his backwardnefs in 
rebuking his profeft enemies, and to look 
^ upon himfelf as a light which is to give 
light to all that are in the houfe, and in 
confequence of fuch confiderations, to let 
his light fo (hine before men, that they 
may fee his good works, and glorify his 
Father which is in Heaven. ^ 

No*v to God the Father, &c. 

SERMON 
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Matthew vi. loth, 

. T!by Kingdom come^ 

WERE we but once thoroughly con- 
vinced of the cxiftcnce of a God^ 
and of the great benefits which we have 
received at his hands, did we but confider, 
know, and acknowledge him to be our 
Father which is in Heaven, and fuffer fuch 
confiderations to have their due^weight and 
proper effeft upon us, to incline us to re- 
verence his name, and render it holy and 
refpeftable among men, the next Hep would 
be our repeating as we ought, this petition. 
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Thy Kingdom come. The great and 
material advantages of being under the im- 
mediate infpedion and government of an 
all-wife, powerful, juft and gracious King, 
are fo evident, that nothing but a dege- 
nerate and corrupted nature, nothing but a 
partial underftanding blindly fubmitting to 
the irregular diftates of a perverfe will 
could prevent our feeing, acknowledging, 
purfuing, and praying for them. Moft 
men, however, thus biafled from their 
natural reftitude, fet up the throne of ex- 
travagant pafllons in their hearts, inftead 
of chearfully and joyfully fubmitting to 
the fcepter of God; like the rebellious 
Jews, crying out for a King, when indeed 
.the Lord their God was their King. 

As this arifes in a great meafure from a 
total ignorance of the nature of the King- 
dom here prayed for, I fhall fhew what 

we 
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we are to underftand here by the Kingdom 
of God, and what we mean by the coming 
of that Kingdom ; concluding with men- 
tioning thofe affedions with which this 
petition ought always to be attended. 

The Kingdom of God in Scripture is 
taken in feveral fenfes. Sometimes it means 
his natural or providential Kingdom, or 
that univerfal dominion which he excrcifcs 
over all things, and which is the neceflary 
refult of his all-perfeft nature. 

In this fenfe holy David declares, thine, 
O Lord, is the greatnefs, and the power, 
and the glory, and the viftory, and the 
majefty, for all that is in the Heaven, 
and in the Earth, is thine -, thine is the 
Kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted 
as head above all. 

Sometimes 
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Sometime^ it means the Kingdom of 
grace, or the difpenfation of the Meffiah. 

This is called the Kingdom of God, be* 
caufc though he doth not fet up an outward 
arid vifible government, as in the Mofaick 
difpenfation, yet he rules inwardly in the 
hearts and minds of thofe who are entered 
into the Gofpel Covenant. Tliis is the 
moft common acceptation of the phrafe in 
the New Tcftament But it fometimcs 
fignifies alfo the Kingdom of God*s Glory, 
or that happy ftate into which at the day 
of Judgment, he fhall receive, and in 
which he (hall govern his faints for ever. 

Of this Kingdom our Saviour fpeaks, 
faying, then ihall the King fay unto them 
on his right hand. Come ye bkfTed of my 
Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for 
you from the beginning of the world. 

Having 
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Having thus feen in what general accep- 
tations the Kingdom of God is taken in 
Scripture, let us next confider in which of 
thefe it is to be underftood in this petition. 

As to the providential Kingdom of God, 
it is founded upon the perfedion of his 
nature ; and as that perfeftion is unalter- 
ably the fame, fo muft the dominion re- 
fulting from it be unalterable likewifc, ca^ 
pable neither of addition or diminution; 
•and therefore we cannot here have wy re- 
Iped to that kingdom. 

The kingdom of Grace is capable of 
increafe, both by the coming in of thofe 
who do. not now believe, and by fuch a 
bleffed alteration in thofe who do, that 
they may walk according to their profet 
fion. 

The 
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The kingdom of Glory is capable of in- 
creafe; both by receiving thofc who do 
now, and fhall hereafter lead a godly life 
in the ftatc of grace, and by admitting 
thofe who are already departed out of this 
life in the fear of God, to a greater Ihare 
of Glory, than they at prefent enjoy. In 
this petition therefore we have regard to 
thefe two kingdoms of grace and glory. 

Though the kingdom of Grace is in faft 
but ah introduction to that of Glory, and 
the kingdom of Glory the highefl: difpen- 
fation of God's grace, yet are they in fornc 
things difierent both as to the manner of 
the adminiftration, and the condition of 
the fubjefts. 

In the kingdom of Grace we are in a 
ftate of tryal, liable to be drawn away by 
the deceit of the world, the flelh, and tfcc 

Devil, 
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Devil, liable to pain and forrow, to the 
fears of lofing what few comforts we en- 
joy, and to the troublcfomc certainty of 
leaving them if they leave not us •, in the 
kingdom of Glory we are in a ftate of fe- 
cure and perfeft felicity, our crown is 
. fixt upon our heads too firm to be fhaken, 
the flowers which bloom therein (hall 
always continue frefb ; Sin (hall be difarm- 
ed of her fting, and Death be fwallowed up 
in Viftory. 

In the kingdom of Grace, the good and 
the bad are mixed together, rewards and 
punifliments are unequally diflributed, and 
the worldly condition of the greateft finner 
is preferable to that of the moft righteoys 
man on earth j but in the kingdom of 
Glory the good fliall be feparated from the 
bad ; thofe who have been faithful fervants 
of their Lord (hall be diftinguiihcd from 

the 
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die wicked and rebellious; the glorified 
Saint (hall no longer be the companion of 
:he incorrigible Sinner ; the latter (hall be 
affigned over to everlafting punifhment, 
and the former received into that glorious 
kingdom wherein is joy and peace for ever- 
more. 

In the kingdom of Grace, we walk by 
Faith, we fee through a glafs darkly, our 
underftanding is clouded, our reafon weak, 
and our will perverfe-, we are fcarce able 
CO comprehend the moft obvious things, 
and the ways of God, and the difpenfations 
rf his Providence, are far above out of our 
fight; but in the kingdom of Glory we 
fliall fee face to face, we fhall know even 
as we are known , all nature will be laid 
open to our view, and the God of Nature 
himfclf be fully manifefted to us. The 
ways of Providence, which in many re- 

fpeas 
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fpefts appear to us dark, myfterious, an^l 
unintelligible, fhall be then cleared up, 
the cloud which fits upon them at prefenit 
will be totally difpelled, and they will ap- 
pear to us jufl and uniform, worthy of the 
fountain of light from whence they ifTued. 
The Nature of God, which in our prefent 
ftate we can have no adequate notion of> 
will then break forth upon us in its fuUeft 
tide of Glory, and thefc weak and frail 
bodies will be fo much ilrengthned as to 
be able to fee God and live ; and our fouls 
be fo far exalted above their prefent ftate 
in knowledge, as to be able fully to com- 
prehend, in purity, as to be abjie perfeftly 
to enjoy the glorious objeft. 

In the kingdom of Grace, upon account 
of our many fins, and the utter impolTi- 
bility of our making peace with God of 
ourielves, we are governed by our Mediator 

Jcfus 
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Jefiis Chrift ; through the confideration of 
whofe meritorious fufierings and effeftual 
interceflion, God overlooks our frailties, 
pardons our fins, and accepts of a fincerc 
repentance inftead of a perfect obedieno^. 
But in the kingdom of Glory, when we 
(hall no more be liable to tempution and , 
fin, when our corruptibly fhall have put 
on incorruption, and we bear the image of 
the heavenly^ as we have borne the image of 
the earthly, there wUl be no occafion for 
4 mediator, but we ihall be governed im- 
mediately by God himfelf s the mediatorial 
office of Chrift ihall then ceafe, and the 
kingdom be delivered up to God even the 
Father, and the Son alio himfelf fliall be 
fubjeft unto him that put all things under 
him, that God may be all in all. 

It remains for us to confidcr, in what 
ieqfe ^ pray that thdfe kingdoms of God 
may come- t ./ ;; ,. 

Vol, IV. ^ I For 
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Monarch. Wc ought alfo, in ufing this 
petition, to have an univcrfal love and 
charity for all men, a due fenfe of the 
corrMptipn 0/ manners, of th^ prevalence 
of infidelity and vice, an holy fbrrow for 
all who knowing the truth live not up to 
it, and for all >vho know it not, but walk 
in ijgnorance and in the fhadow of deaths 
And thcfe charitable afFeftions ihould upon 
all occafions break forth into adion, in- 
Ipiring us with a fincere zeal to inftruA 
the ignorant and reclaim the wicked^ 

A glorious employment this for a rcafon-? 
able creature, and a neceflkry qualification 
to make us true fubjefts of that kingdom 
which was founded and is governed by 
Chrift, who fpent his whole life lA doing 
'good, in converting the Sinner from the 
cvH of his ways, and bringing him to the 
knowledge of Godt Chriftianjty was never 

intended 
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intended to be kept in a corner, or confined, 
like the doftrines of the philofophers, to 
any particular fchool^ but to ipread itfelf 
over the face of the whole earth. No one 
therefore can be a worthy fubjeft of Chrift's 
kingdom, who does not endeavour to ad- 
vance and propagate it* 

It is not to be expe(5led that we ihould, 
like the Apoftles^ vifit remote tod barba- 
rous nations, fince we have liot, ^ they 
had, the credentials of Miracles to pro« 
duce', but furely it is our indifpenfible 
duty to plant and propagate the Chriftian 
religion in our own colonies, and as we 
reap their temporal things, to which we 
have I know not what r'^ht, to fow in 
them ipiritual things, to which our rcli* 
gion entitles them, without any other con* 
fideration. Had we been more careful to 
perform our parts in this relpeft, had wc 
I 3 endeavoured 
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endeavoured to civilize thofe rude natibns, 
knd inftil into them the principks of the 
Golpcl, we had not fo often laiilented their 
Virulent cruelty and repeated perfidies Of 
late years indeed there has been eftaUilhed 
among us a moft excelknt charity for pro- 
pagating the Gofpel into foreign parts, and 
if the fucceis has not as yet anfwered our 
Miriihes, it has been fufficicnt to quicken 
our endeavours. 

It Is evident from Scripture^ that before 
the confummation of all things Chrift's 
kingdom fhall be Univerfal, that the earth 
Jhall be full of the knbwlcdge of tht Lord, 
a^ the *^at6rs cover the fea, that the king- 
'doi!n Ihall be the Lord's, and he ihaJl go- 
vern the nations. It is our duty therefore 
to advance and haften, to the utmoft of 
bur power, this happy aera, by apf)roving 
Cuflclves true fubjeds of Chrift, and ftriv- 

ing 
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liig to ecofk hh tlironQ in tjbc iKai^ c^ 
others \ by end^avQurii^ ourfcivcs, to ]pfo»*. 
mace Chriftian kmii^lc<%e at homri. m^ 
cnoo^r^tgMg thdfe Who ftrivc to ptop^[«tQ 
it abroad aidn^imilrbii^fuckitoramtotJHm 
as may jfe^der their iaboiui eafy, and pam 
thc.way |brthcii^ftjc^3&» ib ilutfi thct /ijfohi 
of God, and the kibgdorp of hia Chrift, 
may grow mightily and prevail. 

It is our intereft, as well at ckty, to 
pray for t\m cfmiiog of Chriilfs kingdom^ 
both ia rf^rd of the happy ooafequeiicet 
attending Jiis Overfill dominion in tbf 
ftate of Gracr^ and o^r fpredier adnEuflSoa 
into tiiat of Glory. .Univerfgl H^pinafil 
muft bo thq refult of uoiverial ChriftianiQc^ 
and thf world Ihali cqjoy unintfcniptoi} 
peacO) iffaan that religion which fUtUdfi 
all the motives to war, is Hnc^ly pro- 
fefled by . all •, the wolf (hall dwell with 
I 4 the 
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the tamb) and the IdDpard lie dowir with 
the kid, and the joung lion and the fat- 
fing together, and a little child fliall lead 
them. All racking md malevolent paffions 
ftall then be eztkiguiihed, all bale and 
diflioneft adtions ihall then ceafe, and true 
feligion fhall fandify the hearts, prefidc 
over the aftbns, and blefi the lives of aU 
men. 

' Thus univerfiilly happy, thus univerfally 
good ihall the ftate of Grace be, whea the 
fulbefs of the Gentiles come in, and the 
femnant of Ifrael is gathered together ^ and 
as the time of this great reformation is un» 
certain^ as it may be even now at our 
cbors, how much is it bur duty, how much 
is it our intereft to contribute every one of 
us his mite towards the haftening of this 
happy period : 

And 
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And do thou, O God, who feed how 
low religion is funk, both in our minds 
and praftice, be pleafcd to impart to us 
and to all people, fuch portions of thy 
grace as may purify our hearts, and amend 
our lives •, as my incite us to the conver- 
fion of others, as well as the reformation 
of ourfelvcs ; quicken our endeavours to 
this good work, aflifl our infirmities, and 
in thy good time crown us with fuccefs, 
and bring all mankind under the dominion 
of thy blelTed ion *, and when this happy 
time is arrived, then be thou pleaied, of 
thy gracious goodnefs, Ihortly to accom- 
plifti the number of thine eleft, and to 
haften thy kingdom of Glory, that we, 
with all thofe that are departed in the true 
faith of thy holy name, may have our per- 
fect confummation and blifs, both in body 
and foul, in thy eternal and everlafting 
glory, through Jefus Chrift our Lortl ; to 

whom. 
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«hom, whh the Father and the Holy 
Ghoft, be afcribcd,; &c. &c. 



SERMON 



/' ' '■ . * 

S E R M O N VL 

MAtTHEW vi. lOth. 

^fty WiU be done in Earthy as it is in 
Heaven. 

THIS is the laft of thofe petitions 
which relate immediately to God, 
and is the beft proof we ean give of our 
l)eing fincere in the foregoing: 

The will of God may be underftood 
cither of thofe laws which he has given us 
for the direftion of our lives, or of thofe 
dilpcnfations which in the courfe of them 
he is pleaied tp lay on us. 

In 
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In the flrft" of thcfe fenfes our finceft 
Obedience, in the laft our chcarful Submif- 
fion is required. Both thefe duties I (hall 
confider in my prelcnt difcourfe, Tubjoining 
fuch confiderations as are proper xo enforce 
them. 

And firft. Of obedience to the will of 
God, as it means the obfervation of thofe 
laws which he has given us for the direc- 
tion of our lives* 

Thefe laws arc contained in the holy 
fcriptures; and as it is neceffary that we 
ihould know the good, perfeft, and ac- 
ceptable will of God, before it is poflible 
that we can do it, it is our duty to make 
ourfclves thoroughly acquainted with thefe 
books, that we may have a competent 
knowledge of thofe laws which are to be 
the ftandard of all our aftions. In order 

to 
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to acquire this, wc (hould be diligent in 
• reading them ourfelves, and attentive 10 
fuch expofitions as are delivered by others, 
for the more full and clearer illuftratioii of 
them. Half the time which many of us 
beftow upon reading Novels and Romances, 
would make us mailers of thofe books 
wherein is contained our title to eternal 
falvation. 

One would imagine that a church like 
cur's, wherein the Scriptures are publickly 
read in the vulgar tongue, and the duty of 
private reading and meditating on them is 
recommended, would abound with know- 
ledge and underftanding, even amongft her 
poorer members ; whereas on the contrar)% 
many, even in confiderable ftations, are 
fo grofsly ignorant of them as can fcarce 
be credited, For the knowledge of God's 
laws is not only c^fy to be acquired, but 

it 
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it is abfolutely neceflary for us to be ac- 
quainted with them, as without knowing 
we cannot obey them, without obeytng 
them we cannot ojbtain everlajfting falva- 
tion. Liet every perfon there&r? m^ it 
his bufiAefs to fearch the Scripture^, tp 
' breed up his chilcjren in the knowledge of 
them, and to let their ftud^es of 4ungs 
divine go hand in hand 'with theif purfuits 
after human knowledge; fo that we may 
every one of us attentively hear, conft^tly 
read, ferioudy mark, pioufly jkarn, and 
pro^tably .digeft thofe laws whicl) God 
hdth given us for th^ direftion .of Qiir 
lives^ The iiext thing to which is^ th^t 
we a£t ^reeably to th^t knowledge; df 
we know the will of rGod, h^py ^rc wc 
if we do it. 

The Obedience of the Augcis is prppqicd 
to us by ChxiSt 4$ a pattern for our own^ 

thy 
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chy will be done in earth as k is in Heaven. 
iNkx that tntr bkfibd Lord^ who knew the 
^(pikkij JDetween them and us, ^tnd the 
roatnf diikdvantages ivhidi we laboiur iindei^ 
that daejr are totally eiDeoipt^ fnms, de- 
mands fnom us that peiicft perlbrmanoe 
of his will which they pay to him, and 
which we in our prcfent ftate i^re incapable 
pi 'difchar^ng. Great is the difpropor- 
xion iDctween a glorified Spirit, free from 
die clog tif flefh, free from all tempu- 
tions,. bkfl: Hutith lan runfuUied cleavneis and 
neSiittide of wiU, and. a poor mortal crea- 
!tnie, incumbered wttih a l^d of m^it^T^ 
.ibrrounded with temptations, corrupt in 
Jhis vetynacttre, ' veak in hisiundecftondiijg, 
and 'in ihia <wiU perverfe*. jGreat thvrcfore 
;muft hi t\^ difprpportion ;in the fqrvices 
"iidbtdt they pay 'to shetrhCfieator; an the 
purity. . aiid ^ofb&ion jcf/ .thi^ir obedience. 
:But;thMiigh ,we oanoQt joqual-.thefe oelpilial 

beings. 
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beings,' we may imitate them; though 
we cannot arrive at the excellency of their 
natures, we may by aiming at it arrive at 
the fummit of our own. Sincerity and 
Univerfality^ Zeal and Alacrity, Diligence 
and Perfeverance, conipicuous and iniepa- 
table qualifications of their Obedience, may 
become ingredients of our own, though 
not in the fame perfeft degree 5 and every 
virtue which they in the excellency of the 
Angelick nature poffefs unfullied, we in 
the infirmities of the human nuy impov 
fe&ly imitate •, and imitation is the thing 
propofed here, a pradifing of the hwc 
virtues, though not in the fame degree. 
A perfeft and unfmning Obedience is not 
required of us, but a fincere and univerial 
one is; which if we perform, the many 
afts of : difobcdicnce which; we :cbnunit 
through furprize, ignorance, and infirmity, 
«>ay, through wilfuinefs'itfelf, will upon a 

fmccrc 
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fincere repentance be gracioufly pardoned 
by God, for his fake who died for all men, 
and lives to make interceflion for all thofe 
who do their bed to approve themfelves 
his difciples* 

Having thus feen in what latitude our 
Obedience is expefted, . and in what man- 
ner God*s will may be done in earth as it 
is in Heaven, I fliall now endeavour to 
enforce the prafticc of this Obedience to 
God's laws by fome fuitable confiderations. 
The firft of which is. 

That, He, who made and delivered 
them to us, is a Being who has an indif- 
putable authority to appoint laws, and 
infinite power to punifh thofe who violate 
them. The bed rules of aAion, unlefs 
cnafted and enforced by proper authority, 
are weak and ufclefs, infufficient to reprefs 

Vol, IV. K vice. 
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vice, and mainuia virtue. Look into ihr 
£:hools of the antient phijoibphers^ and 
you will find that their many excellent 
natural pFccepts were confiacd within very 
narrow limits, and had. little or no influ- 
ence, being generally more admired than 
praAiicd, even hy their own icholars. 
Reafon was and ever will be too weak to 
combat with inclination, and Virtue^ left 
to herfelf, unable to aiake a ftand againft 
the corruptions of Vice. No law there- 
fore can be expected to be duly obfervfedt 
without an evident right of making it, a 
manifeft ability of punilhing thofe who 
break it, vefted m the law-giver. Both 
of which moft eminently concur itt God ;. 
his right of giving laws to the Creatures 
whom he made is unqueftionable, his power 
of punilhing the difobedient is a neccflary 
perfeftion of his nature; he is wife in 
heart, and mighty in ilrength; who hath 

. hardened 
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hardened himfelf againit him and prof- 
pered ? Add his intention to punilh them, 
as it might he fully proved from that 
perfeA Juftice which is eflential to him, 
Righteoufnefs and Judgment are the ha- 
bitation of his throne, fp is it very plainly 
revealed in the fame books wherein hi^ 
laws are contained, that he will punilh thf 
world for their evil, and the wicked for 
their iniquity. AU the motives therefore 
which i^rve to eqfprce pur obedience to 
the laws of man, dp mpfl: ftrongly confpire 
to bind on us Obedience to the laws of 
God. 

Another motive to which duty is Grati- 
tude, ariiing from a conGideration of tha( 
perfon by whofe mediation God gave thefe 
laws to us, namely, Jefus Chrift. If w? 
refleft ferioufly on the niiferable condi* 
tion from which Chrift relieved us, an4 
K 2 the 
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with rcafon, but with thcmfchries, liaMfe 
to be mifcon^trqed, perverted, andabufed^ 
and the mofl: equitable of them are in a 
tlate of uncertainty, and fubjeft to be re- 
pcalefl; but the Uws of the Gofpel arc 
free from all thcfc imperfeftions ; they are 
delivered in a clear, concife, and perfpi- 
cuouis manner, and ^ they wen; defigned 
'for the dircftion of the ignor^it, as well 
as of the learned, they lie level to the' 
meaneft capacities, they are pcrf^jUy uni^ 
form, confiflent, and harmonious, and the 
comments occafionally made on them by 
Hhc Apoftles fcrvc to fefleft fvlter Bght on 
them, and render the moft dilKculr paf- 
fages plain and eafy j they are light irfelf, 
and in them is no darknefs at ^ 

They are alfo fixt and immutable, liable 
to no change, fubjcft to no repeal. The 
varying of circumftances, the fallibility, 

Ihort- 



SERMON VL 135 

(hortfightedaeiS) and want of integrity in 
human lawgivers, make it oftentimes ne^ 
ceflary to vary their laws, but as God is 
free from all thefe blemifhes, as there is 
in him no variabieaefs nor (hadoW of turn- 
ing, Xo in the Goipel la#s which he has 
eftabiifhed, there are qo miftakes, no in- 
firmities to require an alteration ; they are 
a full, perfcd, and perpetual ftandard of 
all our a6bions, to which all nations ili6uld 
bow aiHl obey. 

To thefe excelleficies kt us alfo: join 
the fublimity and ufefulnds of thefe laws. 
In three fhort chaptcri of the New Tcft^ 
ment are contained more noble and fufalinte 
doArines, than the whole body of heathen 
philofophy can fupply US with^ npQti'&tfi 
fight indeed they appear fo cafy arid fi- 
miliar, that we may be induced to think, 
K 4 that 
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that we ourfelves could have been the au- 
thors of tbcm; but upon enquiry we ihall 
find> th^t the moit acute and diligent 
ipirits among the antients, gfter ^ whole 
life fpent in the lludy of virtue^ gould, 
with all the advantages of hun>an litera- 
ture^ produce nothing which deferved to 
be pu( in the fcal^ ag^init Chriftianity, 

Philofophy, indeed, whatever figure it 
might make before Chrift appeared in the 
world, and his laws were promulged, did 
upon that promulgation very fenfibly de- 
cline, and muft have entirely drppped to 
the ground long before it did, had not 
fomc profeflors of it, more artful than 
honeft, tranfplanted m^ny of th^ Chrillian 
precepts into their fyftems, and einbellifhe4 
them with virtues not their own. 

To 
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To the foregoing motives to Obedience 
to the Gofpel laws, let us laftly add, the 
ufefulnefe of them. 

They are calculated to promote at the 
fame time our virtue and happinefs, to 
make us at once better and happier men. 
They have a natural tendency to promote 
peace on earth and good will among men, 
as well as to advance the glory of God on 
high ; they do not pnly pave oUr way to 
Heaven, but if religioufly obeyed, will 
make our life here an Heaven upon earth. 

On the whole, the Gofpel laws are rea- 
fonable and juft, clear and concife, con- 
fiftent and uniform, (ixt and immutable, 
fublime and ufeful ; they are given by that 
God to whom our fervice is due, through 
(he mediation of that Saviour to whom we 
)i4ve (he gre^teft obligations, fo that in 

point 
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point of duty and reafon, gratitude and in- 
tcrcft, wc are bound to pcrfbnn a chearfuJ, 
ready, and univerfal Obedience to tiie will 
of God, as it is manifefted in thofe laws 
eontained in the Gofpel of his fon. Not- 
wichftanding which potent ties, we find it 
lextremely difficult, ^nd without the af- 
fiftance of God's grace impoifible, to keep 
ourfclves from fallings and therefore we 
are taught by our Saviour to pray to God 
that his will may be done in earth as in 
Heaven, to make us fenfible that without 
his grace we cannot fo perform it, and even 
with it, in many things we offend all. 
How thankful therefore fhould we be to 
God, who has appointed a remedy for our 
weaknefs, and how joyful (houkl we be to 
apply it, making up for the imperfedtion 
of our Obedience, by the fincerity of our 
Repentance. Such a courfe will not only 
greatly redound to our temporal peace, but 

is 
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is uih the only means, through Chrift^ 
blood, to entkfe us to eternal glory y and 
t^ only wflCy to become fiiarers of the hap^ 
pinefs of Angels in Heaven, is to be fincere 
though imperfeft imitators of their Obe- 
dience in eardi. 

I proceed now to confider the other duty 
included in doing God's will, nam<sly, a 
patient and cheerful fybmiflion to whatever 
difpenfatiom God is pleafed^ in the courfe 
of our lives, to lay upon us« 

It is not in our power indeed to dlfap- 
point God's defigns and reverfe his decrees, 
but it is in our power^ and too often in our 
praftice, to murmur and fepine at theifl. 
By Submiflion therefore we are to under- 
(land that virtue which enables us to ap- 
pear, in all ftations and tinder all Gircucli- 
ftanccs, with an equal and refigned tem- 
per, 
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per, arifing from a full conviftion that 
whatever happens unto us is according to 
God's appointment, and that whatever he 
appoints is always bed. This is the only 
ioKd foundation upon which our Submif- 
fion can be built ; and Submifllon is that 
duty which of all others conduces to our 
eafe and quiet, which conduds us with a 
fteady courfe through all the.ftorms of life, 
which foftens every forrow, aflwages every 
pain, and blunts the edge of the mo(t 
fevere misfortunes. 

When we refled on the fuflFerings of 
human nature in general, and thofe which 
we ourfelves groan under in particular, the 
unequal diftribution of them, fo that the 
lives of fome men glide on in ferenity and 
peace, whilil others know nothing but 
misfortunes from the cradle to the grave, 
and that oftentimes the righteous fufier, 

and 
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and the wicked profper, upon fuch reflec- 
tions we are often tempted to call in quef- 
tion the Juftite of God, and cavil at his 
difpenfations ; actuated by a principle of 
felf-approbation, we are readier to con- 
demn any thing than ourielves, to impute 
our fufferings to any rather than the true 
caufe, to clear ourfelves, and accufe God. 
A pradlice this as unreafonable as impious, 
greatly prejudicial to our own intcrefts, 
and injurious to his honour; inftead of 
removing it augments our fuflTerings, in- 
creafes God's difpleafure, and infpires all 
thofe uncafy pafTions, and produces thofc 
dilhoneft aftions, which are the general 
confequences of a difcontented mind. Sub- 
miflion on the contrary, fuch a Submiflion 
as giveth thanks in all things, has not only 
a tendency in itfclf to alleviate our griefs, 
but alfo to prevail on God to remove them. 

However 
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However dark and myfterious, unintel« 
ligible and inconiiilent the ways of Provi^ 
dence may appear, this patient and reGgned 
temper receives and fufiers all thii^s withf 
out repining} and is firmly perfuadedt that 
in a future ftate all which feems dark and 
myflerious in God's government Ihall be 
cleared up» all that feems unintelligibly 
(ball be thoroughly explained^ and all 
which feems inconfiftent (hall be fully rc^ 
conciled % fo that however we may repine 
at our fufferings here, we (hall fee the juf- 
" tice and good tendency of them hereafter, 
It is indeed impoflible for us to fuflfer and 
not to feel» what is required of us is to feel 
like men, and bear like Chriftians ; neither 
are our endeavours to extricate ourfelves, 
or our prayers that God would deliver us, 
any ways oppofite to this duty, but are^ 
themfelves duties which ought always to 
accompany our fufferings as we are reafon- 

able 
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able creatures, and as we are Chriftians*, 
only let ys ufe no endeavours but fuch as 
are ftriftly juft, no prayers but what arc 
offered up with that relignation of which 
Chrift has fet us an example; we may 
beieech God, that the cup may pafs from 
us, but always with this conclufion, iioc 
my will, O Lord, but thy will be dQne« 
This is a temper which every man ought 
always to carry about with him, and yet it 
is a point in which the very bed of us are 
apt to fall ihort ; I (ball therefore conclude 
this difcourfe with fubjoining fome of the 
many motives which might be offered for 
the enforcement of this duty. 

Firft, let us confid^r the perfon who 
brings tbeie fufferings upon us ; it is God ^ 
a Being of whofe nature we can have no 
true notion, without ac)cnowledging him 

endued 
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endued with Almighty Power, perfeA 
Goodnefs, and confummatc Wifdom. 



In confequcnce of the firft of thefe at- 
tributes he rules and governs all things, 
brings to pafs whatfoever he ices fit, and 
fufiers no oppofition nor controul, he is 
mighty in ftrength, who hath hardened 
himfelf againft him and prospered ? And 
if God, who brings thefe fufierings upon 
us, is of fuch infinite power, how im- 
prudent is it in us to murmur and repine 
at what we can no ways prevent, how 
unfafe to provoke a power, which we arc 
utterly incapable of refilling ? This argu- 
ment, however - ftrong. when applied to 
our weaknefs and neceflity is, it muft be 
confeft, but little calculated to engage and 
work upon the heart ; it demands out fub- 
miffion through fear, but . not through 

love i 
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love; it does not at all induce us to kUk 
the rod, and blefs the hand which gives 
the blow. To the perfeft goodnefs of God 
we muft have recourfe, before we can be 
thoroughly reconciled to, and fatisfied with, 
our fufferings ; we may fee the neceflity of 
chem from, his power, but are convinced 
of the ufefulnefs and advantage of them 
by his goodnefs only. It is this attribute 
which gives us patience, rqiignation, and 
love, for it is this which teaches us that 
God cannot take delight in the miferies 
of his creatures, that he does not grieve 
us willingly, , but in mercy, and that his 
difpenfations, however fevere they may fall, 
are indeed th^ rcfult of an Alniighty 
:Power, but of an Almighty Power afting 
according to the dictates of perfect good- 
nefs, and under the direction of unerring 
wifdom. God is pf infinite knowledge 
and wifdom, he perfeftly underftands the 
Vol. IV, L nayurc 
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pature of all things, with their qualities, 
powers, and circumftances ; he thoroughly 
comprehends the refpeAs and relations of 
things one to another, the fitnefs of fuch 
and fuch means, to produce fuch and fuch 
ends, and therefore, as his goodnefs always 
inclines and his power always enables him 
CO a£t for the good of his creatures, ib his 
wifdom lecures him from any error and 
mifapplication. 

Tfiefe confiderations muft naturally tend 
to fupprefs our complaints and confirm our 
patience; for as God is of infinite wif- 
dom, goodnefs, and power, nothing can 
cloud his underftanding, nothing can per- 
vert or refill his will \ and therefore in this 
we may reft (atisfied, that God always 
Icnows what is for our good, and is always 
wiHing and able to afford it to us; and 

therefore 
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therefore ^ may with the greateft iecuritjr 
repofe ourfdves in him. 

Another motive to fubmiflion arifes from 
a confideration of ourfelves. 

We are GocTs creature^ and ought to 
be very thankful^ that we are at all, and 
not to murmur that we are in no bettxir 
condition. Shall the lump of Clay fay to 
the Potter who falhioned it, why had: thon 
made me thus or thus? Our Gonditbn 
here was not defigned to be completely 
happy, but to be intermixed with trayals, 
and troubles } we are in a ftate of proba- 
tion, not of felicity. Sufiferings are the 
neceilary lot of our nature ; Our Saviour 
was made perfcd by them; and as wc 
ought to follow him in other refpeSs, fo 
muft we expeft to follow him in this alfo. 
Why (hould we repine then at the com« 
h 2 moa 
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mon burthen of our nature, why murmur 
at the juft and falutary difpenfations oi 
Providence ? cfpecially confidering that we 
arc Tinners^ aind as fuch, the very leaft of 
God's mercies is more than we deferve, 
the very fevercft of his inflidtions is milder 
than our crimes in ftrift juftice demand; 
why then doth a living man complain, a 
man for the puni(hment of his fins ? 

Laftly, let us confider the nature of the 
fufFerings themfclves. 

Great part of* thofe affiiftions which we 
place to God*s account, ought in good rca- 
fon to be placed to our own. How many 
are poor through extravagance or indo- 
lence, how many fick through debauchery 
and intemperance ; and fo with many other 
afflidtions, which being withdrawn* from 
thofc miferics we fo much complain of, 

would 
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would reduce them more than at firft view 
we could believe \ and for thofc which re- 
mained, they would not appear fo terrible 
as at prefent, if we would place the good 
which we undefervedjy enjoy, againft the 
ills which we dcfervedly feel ; if we would 
confider how many perfons were in a worfc 
Hate, rather than cafl: up our eyes to thofe 
who are in a better j if we would rcflcft, 
on the quick and fudden tranfitions which 
we fee from affliftion to comfort, even in 
thofe who feem the fartheft gone in mifery 5 
and that even in the midft of our fufferings 
we may have the ftrong cpnfolation of 
hope ; we may bear the prefcnt in expec- 
tation of the future, and not unreafonably 
Jbelieve, that as we ebb with the one tide, 
we fhall flow with the other. But fup- 
pofing that our fufferings were as conftant 
as they are fevere, that they were as con- 
fidcrablc in number as degree, apd that 
L 3 wc 
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we were afiiired they would continiie as 
long ts our lives, yet even in this de* 
plorabk condition we may with pleafure 
refleft, that the man that is born of a 
woman is of few days, fo that our misfor* 
tunes will foon have an end ; we may tri* 
umphantly confider, that our momentary 
affliftions will work for us an eternal and 
far more exceeding weight of glory. 

'On the whole therefore, fince trouble 
fpringeth not out of the ground, but is 
fent and directed by an all-gracious, wife, 
and powerful God, fince affliftions anc the 
common burthen of our nature, and the 
very fcvereft of them are not the adequate 
wages of our crimes, fince they are gene- 
rally more than counterpoifcd with blefs- 
ings, are to )be endured but a (hort time,, 
and will if properly borne turn to a good 
account, for ihefe feveral reafons, if thou 

come 
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come to krvt the Lord, prepare thy foul 
for temptation. Set thy heart, and con- 
ftantly endure and make not hade in time 
of trouble. Cleave unto him and depart 
not away, that thou mayeft be encreafed 
at thy latter end. Whatfoever is brought 
upon thee take chearfully, and be patient 
when thou art changed to a low eftate; 
that fo fuffering according to the will of 
God, we may commit the keeping of our 
fouls to him in well-doing, as unto a faith- 
ful Creator. 

Now to God the Father, God the Son^ 
and God the Holy Ghoft, &c, &c. 
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Matthew vi. nth. 

Give us tins (Ly our daify Bread. 

THIS is the only petition in the Lord's 
Prayer, which immediately relates to 
our temporal prolpcrity, and the obtaining 
of fuch things as are ncccflary to our Being 
ind well-being in this life. Many of the 
primirive Chriftians were of opinion, that 
the Bread which our Lord here teaches us 
to pray for, was not to be underftood of 
any good things relating to the body, but 
of the Euchariftical Bread in the Lord's 
Supper, and of the fpiritual fuftenancc 
thereby conveyed to the foul by the increafe 

of 
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of grace 5 and hence arofe the cuftom of 
receiving that facrament every day. The 
error of this opinion however is fufBcieotly 
evident, from a confederation of the time 
wherein our Saviour taught his difciples 
this prayer, and the time wherein he infti^ 
tuted the facrament, the one in the very 
infancy of his miniftry, the other, not till 
the eve of his crucifixion ; fo that during 
that interval, the Apoftles, and all who 
made ufe of this prayer, muft, in repeat- 
ing this petition for their daily bread, have 
petitioned for they knew not what, and 
prayed without any effeft upon the under- 
.flanding and heart ; a thing not fuppofable 
.in any, much lefs in fuch a mafter as 
,Chrift; whofe doftrines are all calculated 
for the edification of his difciples, and who 
cannot therefore be thought to have in- 
ferted in a form of prayer compofed for 
their ufe, a petition which, for fomc 

length 
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kngth of time, could not poiTibly be of 
any uie to them at all. 

Inftead therefore of perplexing ourfelvcf 
with vain fuppofitions, 1 (hall embrace 
that plain and eafy meaning, which is moft 
free from all objedions, and was moft pro^ 
bably intended by our Lord, and received 
by his difciples; namely, that by Bread 
here we are to underftand all the neceffaries, 
conveniencies, and comforts of this life, 
all that may be necefiary for our fupport; 
and conduce to our refrefhment. 

Bread being the chief fupport of life, is, 
by a figure very common with all, but 
more efpecially with the Scripture writers, 
iet to denote all the other various things 
requifue for that purpoie. By daily Bread 
here prayed for we are to underftand fuch 
a portion of thofe good things as may be 

fufficient 
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fofficient for the day being, which, coik» 
fidering the weaknefs and mortality of our 
nature, is a great, nay and a greater con* 
tinuance, than we can with certainty pro^ 
mile ourfclves in this life. But though 
the term of our life may poffibly extend 
no farther than the prelent day, yet as it 
may, for any thing that we can tell, be 
lengthened out to many years, we arc 
therefore taught to pray that this Bread 
may be given us this day, or, as faint Luke 
has it, day by day, a phrafe according 
to Hebrew writers, fignifying the whole 
term of our lives, that God would during 
our Being here, be it longer or fliorter, fup- 
ply us with fuch things as axe neceffary for 
our well-being here, in fuch a manner, and 
in fuch proportions as he (hall fee mod: 
conducive to our real benefit This is the 
true purport of the petition, and though 
ipiritual good things are of the greateft 

moment, 
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moment, and confequendy demand oilr 
chief concern, yet, let zeal without know- 
ledge pretend what it will, temporal good 
things demand, and indeed deferve our 
reafonable attention. It is abfolutely ne- 
ceflary, that we fliould pray to the Author 
of our being for fuch things as are necet 
fary to preferve it, for fuch things as rea- 
fon and fgripture make it our duty to feek, 
find which yet without his concurrence wc 
Ibould feek in vain •, that we fhould pray 
iji the words of our Lord, according to 
the fenfe now given of them, for our daily 
bread, and in the language of our church, 
aflc thofe things which, are requifite and 
nccefTary, as well for the body as the foul. 

This petition is calculated to breed in us 
a thorough perfuafioh of, and dependance 
upon the providence of God in general, 
and particularly as it relates to the fupply 

of 
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of our wants. It naturally implies to us, 
that the fame God which at firft created, 
ftill governs and prefcrves the world, that 
no perfons arc exempted from his jurif- 
dicftion, that the moft minute occurrences 
of life arc at his difpofal, that without his 
blefling all our labours are ineffectual, and 
the wifcft, moft induftrious, and careful 
man on earth, is not able without his con- 
currence to acquire even his daily bread. 
This is a leffon, which many who are wife 
in their own conceits find it difficult to 
learn 5 exalted in dignity and power, great 
in human knowledge and worldly wifdom, 
they imagine every thing to be within their 
own reach, there is nothing which they 
cannot do themfelves of themfelvcs, and. 
therefore it is unneceflary to have recourfe 
to a Providence, and apply for the aflift- 
ance of foreign aid, when their own forces 

arc 
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are ib amply fufficient to accompliih all 
their defires. 



It is this ▼ain and prefumptuous way of 
thinking, which leads men into number- 
kls mifcarriages, which induces them to 
defpife the ufirful affiftances of men, and 
to rgetft their neceflary dcpendance upon 
God, which renders them at length (when 
they experimentally find the vanity of hu- 
man wifdom and the weaknefs c^ human 
ftrength) the contempt of the greater pait 
of mankind, and the pity of the wifer few, 
who will happily learn from their error and 
difappointment, to truft in the Lord with 
all their heart, and not to lean on their own 
underftanding. 

If we look into ourfelves with an im- 
partial eye, we ihall eafily difcern the num- 

berlefi 
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berlefs diings which we ftand in need of 

in this world, and at the fame glance fee 

the impoflibility of our acquiring them of 

ourfelves; and fuch perlbns, as feem the 

fartheft removed from thefe wants, who 

are blefl: with the greateft affluence, will 

find abundant reafon, when they confider 

the uncertainty of human affairs, to diftrufl: 

their own profperous condition, and ap» 

ply to Providence, who was the firft giver^ 

to be the continuer alfo of thofe bkifings^ 

which are in themfelves to uncertain, and 

always upon the wing. Man indeed, upon 

a fair review of himfelf, of his wants and 

weaknefs, ought to efteem it his greateft 

happinefs, that there is a refource above to 

which he may always betake himfelf, that 

there is an overruling Providence in whom 

are centered infinite power, wifdom, and 

*goodnefs, which are continually difplaying 

themfdves in the moft perfect harmony, 

and 
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and gracioufly co-operating for his good. 
Left to ourfelves, what miferablc creatures 
Ihould we be ? but happily for us we have 
a fupport much better than ourfelves, and 
where man fails, God ftrengthens and fup- 
ports. Happy are we, would we but be 
wife enough to know, and humble enough 
to acknowledge it, in the afliftance of an 
almighty power, the direction of an all- 
comprehending wifdom, the liberality of 
an all-fuftaining goodnefs. 

Here then is thy ftay O man, here is 
thy only folid dependance* Throw off 
thofe vain and deceitful dependances which 
arife from things tranfitory, repofe thyfclf 
upon thy Maker, and get thee to thy God 
right humbly. To him apply who is always 
ready to hear, and able to relieve thee; 
on him depend, who will not, who cannot 
deceive thee. Whether thou doft petition 

for 
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for the obtaining of what thou wanteft, or 
the continuance of what thou haft^ for 
things of greater or lefe coiifequcnce, whe- 
ther matters of conveniency and comfort 
are the fubjcfts of thy prayers, or in the 
humility of thine heart thou aflceft only for 
thy daily Bread literally underftood, be 
alTured that if you pray as you ought, you 
fhall obtain ivhat you pray for, if it is 
really for your good. 

And this leads me to confider, which 
I fhall make the remaining bufinefs of this 
difcourfe, . what qualifications are requifite, 
to fanflify our offering up of this petition^ 
to render it acceptable in the fight of God, 
and procure an happy return to it. 

The firft thing neceflary towards pro^ 
curing what we want, is a proper ufe of 
what we have^ and this petition doth 

Vol- IV. M naturally 
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naturally warn us againfl: the dangerous 
extremes of eictravagance and avarice, and 
recommends to us that liberality on the 
one handy which in oppofition to avarice, 
enables us to enjoy what we have, and 
that frugality on the other, which in op- 
pofition to' extravagance, ferves to renckr 
our enjoyments lading. Vain and pre- 
fumptuous is it for man to expefl that the 
liberal hand of Providence will continue to 
flioWer down bleffings upon him, which 
he ungratefully makes a bad ufe of, or not 
lefs ungratefully makes no ufe at all. In- 
flances there are, and not a few in the 
world, of men, who fcem to think that 
Providence is employed entirely for them, 
and that the chief buiinefs of the gene- 
ral fupporter of mankind is a particular* 
attention to, and a conftant readmefs to 
furnifli them with materials to gratify their 
moft irregular inclinations, and fupport 

them 
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them in their extravagancies ; wbilfl: others 
not lefs miftaken^ efteem themfejves moi^ 
juftly entitled to the favours of Providence^ 
becaufe they with great good oeconomy 
make no ufe of them at all ^ have neidier 
the heart to enjoy their riches themfelves^ 
nor to communicate them to dthers. '^fae 
truth indeed is this i both thefe ^tremes 
are bad, both difqualify us from being 
worthy repeaters of this petition, and cut 
off thofe hopes which wc otherwife might 
reasonably entertain of offering it up with 
fuccefs. The extravagant man is guilty of 
prcfumption, in daring to depend upon a 
continuance of thofe bleffings which he 
continually abufes ; and the covetous man, 
whilft he is fearful of uling what he hath 
left he ihoiild come to want, is guilty of 
that.diftruft in Providence, which is con- 
trary to the defign, and deftruftive of the 
foundation of this petition. In a word, 
M 2 thofe 
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thofe who (hew themfclves unworthy of 
poirefling what they have, fiiew themfclves 
unworthy alfo of obtaining what they a(k« 

The next thing neceflary to render this 
petition fuccefsful, is moderation in our 
requefts. A great privilege it is, a real 
bkfling, that God commands us to offer 
up, and promifes to receive, our prayers; 
but great and ungrateful infolence furely 
it is in us, if we abufe that privilege, if 
we prefume upon that promife fo far as to 
afk more than God hath given us warrant 
to expeft. Though the goodnefs of the 
divine nature is fuch, that he is willing to 
overlook our infirmities, and put our £ns 
far from us, though he hath gracioully 
promifed to liflen to our petitions, and 
grant our requefts, yet this promife is made 
to us not abfolutely, but dill at the dif- 
crction of his perfedt wifdom ; and greatly 

indeed 
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indeed is it to be feared, that if men yrere 
certainly to obtain what they prayed forj 
the efficacy of prayer would by the folly 
of man be turned into a curfe, inftead of 
proving a blefTing. 

Would men rightly confider, wherea$ 
indeed great numbers of them never con* 
fider at all, they would eal^ly fee that 
prayer was never defigned as a means of 
gratifying ambition, avarice, or (enfuality j 
but of obtaining thofe real necefTaries, thole 
material conveniencies, thofe folid com* 
forts, from an all-fuftaining Providence, 
which nature requires, and could not be 
happy without. The real wants, nay, and 
the reafonable comforts of man lye within 
a very fmall compafs. Hurried on by 
mad pafiipns indeed, and forming vaft and 
vifionary fchemes, we multiply, we aggrag. 
yate our wants, and of one real create 
M 3 a thoufand 
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t thoufartd imaginary necefTities ; whertas. 
Nature in herfelf, that iS| Nature fupported 
jmd direfted by Reafon, is contentod with 
A little, and doth n6t tiequire a gr^t deal 
to give her that happinefs which fhe is 
capable of in her prefent ftate. We deceive 
ourfelves therefore, if we imagine that tliis 
petition gives us an unbounded right of 
diking, in the extravagance of our hearts, 
for the delicacies and fuperfluities of life} 
ill that our Saviour warrants is our petition* 
ing for the neceflaries and conveniencies of 
it ; for our daily Bread, and that frc»n day 
to day. 

But after all, after we have worked our- 
felves up to a proper pitch 6f confidence 
jh the Providence of God, made a proper 
ufe of thofe good things which he hath 
already bleft us with, and regulated our 
^efires for what we pniy according to the 

dilates 
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didates of reafon ftiU» there remains fboie* 
thing farther to be done ; and an hoqef}; 
induflxy is required on our parts to make 
us worthy of God's aflUtance. 

From fome paflages in Scripture, mif^v 
underftood and wretchedly perverted, cxt 
pla'med in a manner contrary to reafoq^ an4 
cx)ntrary to other exprefs paflages in Scrip* 
ture which can never be mifunderftood, 
there have not been wanting, ^nd perhaps 
never will be wanting, men who woul4 
willingly talk induftry put of the world, 
and call laz'mefs and indolence dependanq: 
upon Providence; who, truly enthufia|br 
like, pretending to feek the kingdom o( 
God^ prefume that all thefe things Ihaii b; 
added unto them, without any care, any 
trouble on their fide. How contrary k 
this to reafon, to the circumftances of the 
world, to the doftrines of Chriftianity? 
M 4 - The 
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The Scriptures do no wliere countenance i 
fupii^e throwing ourfelves upon Providence, 
without any farther concern for ourfelves. 
We have no right to cxpeft a miraculous 
interpofition in our behalf, to hope that 
we ihall be Jed, as the Ifraelites, with food 
from /Heaven, or think that our lands, 
like Gideon's fleece,- fiiall be well watered, 
whilft ail around us are dry and barren. 
Thefc are particular vouchfafements of 
Providence, and not to be expected by us 5 
but when we do the beft we can, when we 
acquit ourfelves lik^ diligent, induftrious 
and provident men, then may we pray to 
God to crown our labours with fuccefs, 
then may we depend upon him for our 
daily bread, and live fecurcly. under his 
care and protcdion, without perplexing 
ourfelves with vain fears ; and all fears are 
vain, when we have iccurcd ourfelves an 

intereft 
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intcrcft in the moft High, who is always 
willing, always able to fupply our wants 

To crown the reft, let us laftly add 
Charity. Scnfible of our own wants, let 
us confider our brethren; and whilft we 
in this petition acknowledge our depend- 
ance upon Providence, let us in a more ac- 
ceptable manner acknowledge it, by (hew- 
ing our regard to his creatures. All that 
we have, all that we hope for, we here refer 
to God, and ought in good.reafon to beflow 
fome part of it in the manner which he 
hath appointed ; to deal out our bread to 
the hungry, and to confider the caufe of 
the poor; to be merciful to our brethren 
in proportion as God has been favourable 
to us. 

There is no one duty which is fo highly 
extolled in Scripture, and hath fo many 

powerful 
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powerful motives to enforce it, as Charity 5 
and if we expcftthc continuance of the 
bleffings of Providence, the beft way to 
enfure them is to be merciful as our Father 
is merciful. 

1 would not be underftood to mean 
^making that a general which was only a 
particular precept) that it is the duty of 
every rich man to fell all, and give to the 
poor, much lefs, according to the maxims 
of our infpired preachers, that it is the 
duty of the poor to fell all, and give to the 
rich i fo far from it, that it is every man's 
duty* to provide for his family, and Chri- 
itianity doth not deftroy, but confinns the 
law of nature, and the rules of prudence. 
What is required of us is, not to deceive 
ourfelves, by fancying our neceflities greater 
and our abilities lefs than they really are, 
but to follow at once the didates of Pru- 
dence 
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dence and Charity, not giving away f6 
much as to aq)ofe ourfelves to future was^ 
nor yet diftributing fo little, as to be uop- 
worthy petitioners to Providence, for tke 
fuppty of our own neceffities. 

Having tlms feen the nature and txtesi 
of this petition, with the qualifications re* 
quifite to n>iake our repeating of it accepts 
-able to God, I fhail, according to th^ 
manner I have hitherto obfetved, conclude 
this difcourfe by fumming up the whole in 
the form of a prayer, 

O thou all-gracious, all-fuilaining Provi->> 
dence, by whbfe goodnefs we were created^ 
and by whofe goodnefs we have hitherto 
been preferved, continue to us thy favour 
and protedtion^ give us fuch a juft know- 
ledge both of thee, and of ourfelves, that 
we may be thoroughly fenfible we are thy 

dependants. 
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dependants, that we are indebted to thee 
^ all we have, and muft apply to thee 
for all we want. Grant, O Lord, that 
we. may £b live in this world, as men that 
muft leave it at one time or other, that may 
continue perhaps for a few years, or may 
be taken off this very moment ^ make us 
fenfible how few our real wants are^ and 
let not our defires go beyond them. Let 
thy mercies crown our induftrious endea- 
vours with fuccefs, and a well timed feafon- 
able Charity, fanAify our works, and give 
ftrcngth to our prayers. And finally, O 
Lord, be pleafed of thine infinite mercy to 
grant, that whatfoever we fincerdy pray 
for, we may fuccefsfuUy obtain, whatfoever 
we fuccefsfuUy obtain, we may, happily 
enjoy. 

Now to God the Father, &c. 

SERMON 
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Matthew vi. 12th. 

And forgive us our debts ^ as we forgive 
our debtors. 

IN thcfe words are two things obfenr* 
able; — the Petition — forgive us our 
debts, — and the condition on which wc 
a(k forgivcnefs — ^as we forgive our debtors. 
Both thefe are fubjeds that greatly defcrve 
our confideration — the one as it affords the 
higheft inftance of God's goodnefs to the 
fons of men, the other as containing a 
motive to the forgivenefs of our enemies, 
which is one of the hardeft of all Chriftian 
duties. I fhall therefore particularly con- 
iider them, and fhall fhcw. that the mercy 

and 
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and goodnefs of God, is remarkably dif- 
played, by tbc pcrmiflion here given us 
to .pray to him, for the forgiyenefs of our 
fins. 

The temporal blcffings which his Pro- 
vidence difpcnfcs for the fupply of our 
wants, are arguments indeed of great 
goodnefs to us, and deferve our higheft 
gratitude and love. But thefe are concerns 
of fmali moment to us, in coaq>arifon of 
thoie which look beyond the grave, and 
yield a profpeA. of better things to come. 
For what would it avail us to be fupplied 
by his bounty with the neceflarics of this 
prefent life, if our fins were to follow us 
in the next ? If the fins and otSences of our 
youth and old age were rcgiftered and 
treafured up agaioft us, if no act of obli- 
vion was to pafs on our anions, no pardon 
'^anted^ no method of atonement appoint- 
ed 
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cd to bidt out our fins» no aflurance th«i 
our prayers (hall be faeard^ no dincdlion to 
alk that our debts mskj be forgiven a$ we 
forgive our debtors^ we ihould as the 
Apoftle (ays, aU have been concluded unr 
der fin, and confequeniiy under puhifh* 
ment ; our ccHKlemnation had been fure^ 
our fentence irreverfible, and the bleflings 
and conveniencies we at prefcnt enjoy, 
would only have ferved to make eafy our 
pafl^toaftaceof everlaflingniirery; and 
who could be fo fond of a fliort momen- 
tary life, as to value it upon fuch terms as 
thefe f It is the .glorious profpoft wc have 
before us, the certainty chat if we are oot 
wanting to ourlelves we may work out our 
own lalvation, and obtain by the facis£adtiofi 
of our Saviour, what wc were not able tP 
fccure for ourfelves ; the means of forgive-" 
nefs are placed in cur owa hands, and 
therefore it wiU be our .owDk^uto if !«fe 

mifcarry. 
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mifcarry. And when we confider the 
wretched ftatc we were in before Chrift 
undertook our ranfom, the neceflity of 
finnin^9 the certain^ of our puniihment^ 
and how little reafbn there was for God to 
accept of a fatisfaAion ind reconcile us to 
himfelf ; we cannot but efteem it a won* 
derful inflance of God's goodnefs that he 
was pleafed to provide a remedy, and point 
out a method by which Mercy might take 
place, and yet Juftice be fully fatisfied« 

The ufe therefore that we ought to make 
of this amazing goodnefs, is firft to reflcd 
with gratitude, to acknowledge the fenfe 
we have of our unworthinels to receive it, 
and the utter impofTibility of our obtaining 
mercy without the free grace of God. 

As there was nothing in our power to 
influence God to Ihew. us mercy, as there 

was 
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was no facisfadion but the blood of our 
Redeemer that could confiitentljr with God's 
juflice, be accepted by him, our condition 
was quite defperate *, and no one could have 
expefted, that God himfelf fhould fubmic 
to pay the ranfom for us, or indeed that it 
was polfible to unite the divine nature in 
fuch a manner to our fmful flefh, that as 
man had finned fo man fhould fufier -, and 
yet that his fufierings by virtue of that 
Union, fhould be a full, perfeft, and fuf- 
6cient facrifice, though impoffible for mere 
man to make it. But thus it was ordered ; 
thus was God fatisfied, and=^Man redeemed 
from mifery. And he who is not affcfted 
by fuch benefits as thcfe, who can refiedl 
on them without love and gratitude, as 
he certainly will, fo he well deferves to 
lofe them, fince notwithllanding Chrifl*s 
fufferings, his portion will be no better 
for theni. 
Vol. IV. N And 
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' And this leads me to obfcrve another 
ufe we ought to make of God*s goodncfs 
thus manifeftcd to us, -which is, that we 
labour to fecure the blefiings thus pur- 
chafed for us by the blood of Chrift. It 
is true, there is now no other facrificc 
required by God, but the Blood -of pur 
Redeemer, i?eho was wounded for our 
tranfgreflions, was bruifcd for our iniqui- 
ties j the chaftifement of our peace was 
upon him, and by his ftripes were we 
healed. But we are not fo healed and 
recovered, as to be in no danger of relapf- 
ing; we are not fo refcued from the 
bondage of fin, as to be perfeftly (ccure of 
God*s favour for the future. The Chriftian 
life is a (late of trial and confliA ; he who 
bought us with a price hath a right to our 
Obedience, and when he exempted us from 
the punifliment of our fins, he required 
us to forfake them, to abftain from all 

i^rilful. 
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Tviifui, and premeditated offences^ and to 
i'epent of thofe mifcarriages, which through 
the frailty and infirmity of our nature are 
unavoidable; above all to pray to God 
for mercy and forgivenefs, and in order 4:0 
obtain it, to be ready to forgive others 3 a$ 
Chrift hath taught us, forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors. So that to 
forgive thofe that treipafs againfl: jus^ is 
a neceflary condicion without which we 
cannot pray for the forgivenefs of oar trcf- 
pafles. 

Siiice then it is a matter of fo much 
confequence to our happinefs, and a duty, 
wlHch if we may judge from the praifticc 
of mankind, is one of the moft difficult ef 
any our religion requires, I fiiall make it 
my bulincfs to confider it more particu- 
larly. 

N a In 
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^ In order to come to a full knowledge of 
thcfe words, we mull firft enquire in what 
extent they arc to be underftood ; for in the 
fame extent that we pray to be forgiven, 
it is our duty to forgive. Now when wc 
pray to God to forgive us our trefpafles, 
we do not only mean that he ihall not 
puniih us for them, but alfo that he fhould 
reftore us to the fame degree of love and 
favour that we flood in before we finned, 
that he would extend the goodnefs of his 
Providence to us, and vouchfafe us both 
temporal and eternal bleffings. Of what 
great importance it is to us to be thus 
reftored to God*s favour is obvious to any 
one J but there is one condition annexed 
to it which is to be feared doe? fometimes 
prevent men from attempting it, and this 
is the forgivenefs of our enemies ; by which 
we are not to underftand the mere abftaining 

from 
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from hurting them, but alfo the fceking 
every opportunity to do them good. 

. We oughf according to our Saviour's 
command to love our enemies, blefs them 
that curfe us, do good to them that hate 
us, and pray for them which defpitefuUy 
ufc and perfecute us. This is the defcrip- 
tion that our Saviour gives us of this duty, 
and the greateft objeftion againft the prac- 
tice of it arifcs from the vaft difficulty that 
is fuppofed to attend it. Many have gone 
fo far as to fay it might be performed by 
an holy Apoftle or perfedl Saviour, but was 
without the reach of a common Chriflian ^ 
and indeed in our prefent circumflances, 
the corruption of our nature, the violence 
of our paffions, and the miftaken notions of 
the world confidered, it is of all Chriftian 
duties by far the moft difficult to perform. 
But fince God has made it the condition 
N 3 upon 
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upon ivhich wc arc to cxpeft forgivenefs^ 
it is abfoluteljr neceffary for iis to perform 
it, before wc can have any title to the pro- 
mife; for as our Saviour aflUres us, if ye 
forgive men their trefpaflfcs, your heavenly 
Father will alfo forgive you-, but if yc 
forgive not men their trefpailes, neither 
will your heavenly Father forgive your 
^refpafles. 

If we confider in how much greater a 
degree we have offended againftGod, than 
it is pofTible for any one to of&nd againft 
us, we (hall foon fee the reafonablcnefe of 
performing the condition for the reward 
annexed to it. The hopes of having our fins 
pardoned, and obtaining eternal ialvation 
Ihould certainly appear of fuch yalue iii. 
our fight, as no labour however bar^,- no 
talk however difficult (hould deter us from 
fuch great expedations, much }efs ihould 

the 
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the reafonable duty of doing as we would 
be done -by, of forgiving others that we 
our&rlves may obtain forgivenefs^ If God 
is willing to remit to us a debt of fo vaii 
amount as ten thouiand talents, fhall we, 
>Yith the wicked fervant in the Gofpel, 
rigoroufly exadt from a fellow fervant the 
payment of an hundred pence? Should 
not we alfo havp compafTion on our feUow 
iervants even as God has pity on us ? 

There are many motives to enforce th^ 
forgivenefs of injuries belides this, and one 
of chefe is, that it is an adion truly great 
and honourable. Whatever advantage^ an 
high apd reveng^ul fpirit m^ have in the 
eyes of the world, and however mean it 
may be cfteemcd to put up and forgive in- 
juries. Religion teaches us quite a different 
lefTon. It inflrufls us that nothing can be 
truly honourable, which is not truly good, 
I^ 4 that 
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that nothing can be truly good which is 
not agreeable to the will of God J^and that 
nothing can be agreeable to the will of God 
which is contrary to the laws his blefled 
Son has given us in the Gofpcl -, and thefe 
prefcribe to us to be meek as he is meek^ 
?uid lowly as he is lowly. 

But to defcend from Religion to the 
opinion of the world. If there is any 
honour in gaining a viftory, then is the 
forgivenefs of injuries truly honourable. It 
places us in eminence above our enemy, it 
gives us an invinfible fuperiority over him, 
it makes us proof againft all his devices, 
and unhurt by all his attacks ; we either 
make him our friend, or, convince mankind 
that he ought not to be our enemy ; we 
cither deprive him of the inclination to 
prejudice us, or fubjeft him to the con- 
tempt of all good men if he perfcveres in it ; 

and 
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and at the fame time that we make known 
the meeknefs of our difpofition by forgiving 
his ill offices^ we approve our refolution hy 
not attending to the confequences of his 
anger. If our enemy is worth the gaining, 
Forgivenefs is the beljt and moft approved 
method to accomplilh that end; if he is 
not, Forgivenefs is the beft method of 
punifliing him, as it ferves moft efieftually 
to difappoint his aim, to fhew that his 
malice cannot reach us, and to gall him 
with that thought which men can leaft bear, 
that we hold him in contempt, and think 
him beneath our notice, 

A falfe notion of honour may reprefent 
to us the conquering of an enemy as a great 
and glorious action; but true reafon will 
tell us, that to conquer ourfelves, and for* 
give an enemy, is much more great, and, 
as it is more difficult, more honourable 

likewiie 
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likcwife. This is incked a fpecics of ho^ 
nour which will fcarcc find its way into 
the brcaft of a Hera, and meet with a 
favourable reception from thofc who call 
raihnefs courage^ and difgrace the name of 
Honour by applying it improperly^ Con-, 
fider the prefent acceptation of that word i 
we might imagine that it was the fworn foe 
of Honefty, Reafon, and Religion, inftead 
of being the genuine offspring of them all 
A modern Man of Honour (as He calls 
himfclf, and as the World will be com- 
plaifant enough to call him) lives to Paflion, 
and not to Reafon ; He lives in a conftant 
fubjcdion to the opinions of others, nor 
for a moment fuflfcrs himfclf to have an 
opinion of his own-, he takes things up- 
on truft from thofc whom he ought leaft 
to depend upon ; he fears fhame more than 
guilt, the imputation of crimes more than 
being criminal; be trembles at reproach 
^ (though 
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(though undcfervd) more than at danger, 
or even death, and prides himfelf on his 
courage at the very inftant that he gives 
the ftrongeft proof of hb being a Coward. 
To revenge, even in what we mifcall an 
honourable way, is an effort which many 
a Coward hath againd his nature forced 
himfelf to make, but we cannot meet with 
a fingle infts^ice where he could induce 
himfelf to forgive. This is a taflc left for 
men of great and generous difpolitions, for 
men who are as much above fearing, as 
doing ill, for men who have a true fcnfe 
of Honour, and, in confequence thereof, 
doing every thing which They ought to do, 
fear nothing but what They ought to fear. 

Another, and no weak motive to the 
forgivenefs of our enemies, is that quiet, 
and fatisfadtion of mind which naturally 
fcfults from it. The man of a revengeful 

fpirir 
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fpirit lives in a perpetual ftorm, he is his 
own tormentor, and his guilt of courfc 
becomes his punifbment. Thofe paflions, 
which prompt him to wreck his vengeance 
on his enemies, war againft his own foul, 
and are inconfiftcnt with his peace. Whe- 
ther he is at home or abroad, alone or in 
company, They flill adhere to him, and 
cngrofs his thoughts j and Providence hath 
with the greateft reafon ordained, that 
whofoever meditates againft the peace of 
another fhall, even in the defign^ lofe his 
own. The thoughts of Revenge break in 
upon his moft ferious and important bufi- 
nefs, embitter his moft rational entertain- 
ments, and forbid him to relifli any of thofe 
good things which God hath placed within 
his reach; ever intent on the contrivance 
of mifchicf, or engaged in the execution, 
mortified with difappointments, or, his de- 
figns accomplifhed, tortured with reflexion, 

he 
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he lives the life of a devil hei:c on earth, 
and carries about a hell in his own breaft. 
Whereas the meek man, who lives in a 
conftant courfe of good will to all, who 
gives no man caufe to be his enemy, and 
dares to forgive thofe who are fo without a 
caufe, hath a conftant fpring of pleafure in 
himfelf ; let what will happen from without, 
he is fure of peace within. So far from 
being afraid to converfe with himfelf, he 
feeks and is happy in the opportunity of 
doing it, and meets with nothing in his own 
breaft but what encourages him to keep 
up and cherifli that acquaintance. The 
Paffions which he finds there, inftead of 
being tyrants, are fervants ; he knows the 
danger of obeying, and the impoffibility of 
rooting them out ; and, whilft he forbids 
them to affume an undue influence, makes 
them the inftruments of promoting his hap- 
pinefs. Happy in himfelf, he is eafy to 

all; 
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all; he is a friend^ to mankind in general, 
and not an *ncmy even to thofc who hate 
him ; doth a momentary thought of revenge 
arife in his mind, he fuppreffes it ; if on no 
other confiderations, for his own fake ; this* 
he knows to be his duty, and this he finds 
to be his pleafure •, blcft with thofc feelings, 
which fhall not leave him at the grave, 
he imitates the Deity in benevolence, and 
obtains, as far as mortals can obtain, the 
happinefs of the Deity in return. 

Left thefe confiderations prove ineffec- 
tual, let me add the neceflity we lay under 
of forgiving our enemies, or of relinquilh- 
ing all hopes of being forgiven. There is 
no alternative. We muft do it, or refign 
all pretenfions to the benefits of Chrift^s 
paffion. Though the performance -of this 
duty alone will not entitle us to the for- 
gix'enefs of our fins ; yet this we are moft 

fpccially 
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fpccially inftrufted in, that the performance 
of all other duties, without this, will be 
of no avail. The difficulty, attending this 
work, inftead of taking off our attention, 
ought to double it, and quicken our endea- 
vours ; That it is neceflary to be done, the 
Scriptures infotm us, .and xbcrefbre it milit 
be undertaken i That it is difficult to be 
done, our own feelings inform us, and 
therefore it fhould ^be undertaken 'with 
fpirit ; That it is not impdnUble to be doK» 
and that we may 'accott^lifh it if Ave will^ 
the very enjoinmeitt ^cf i[fae duqy imidies; 
That, when accompliftied, wc Aall not 
lofe our reward, the Gonfiderations I have 
already mentioned, with our own obfcrva* 
tion and ex{ferience, will happily evince. 

^ Now to God the Father, &c, 

SERMON 
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and opportunities of performing, or refu- 
iing to do his duty. Thus the laws of 
God to mankind in general, or to Chriftians 
in -particular, . the former by Nature, the 
latter by Revelation, are temptations, or 
trials of our obedience, whethcx we will 
obferve them or not; and in regard that 
the circumfkances of men are very various, 
and that they have refpe£live duties to be 
performed, therefoc&every man's particular 
condition of life, his honour or meannefs, 
his wealth or poverty, his authority or 
/ubjedion, his fingle or married date, his 
temper and conftitution of body, jiis. health 
or ficknefs, his calling and profeflion, in a 
word, his condition in life, .with refpect 
to circumft^nces of this nature, which are 
-infinite, is a temptation or trial, whether 
.he will live up to the general rules. of his 
religion, and perform that duty which Ixis 
:place, relation, and peculiar inc^eft in the 
V. . world, 



SERMON IX, 195 

world, require of him. In this fenfe then, 
every man is led into temptation } that is, 
he hath the general rules of religion to 
obferve, and the particular duties proper to, 
his place and condition to perform. And 
God who requires theie, and by whoie 
providence men are put into fuch circum- 
(lances, may fo far be faid to lead a man 
into Temptation. But as every man in this 
fenfe, is, and muft be tempted, this cannot 
be the meaning of the words, when we 
pray, not to be led into Temptation. By 
Temptation we may here alfo underftand, 
thofc hazardous trials with which God 
is pleafed fometimes to prove good, and 
punifli wicked men. So that God may be 
faid to lead a man into Temptation, when 
he permits fome extraordinary accidents to 
befal him, in order to try his fincerity, U 
is impoffible to mention the various kinds 
of Temptati6n to which we are liable, and 
O 2 perhaps 
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perhaps it would be very hard for any man 
to declare which Temptation he could beft 
rcfift^ or which would be moft difficult to 
him. We are lb ignorant of ourfclves, in 
things ti this nature, that we know not 
what trial we can beft encounter ; therefore, 
we ought to kave the petition to God in 
general, as our Saviour hath here taught 
i36y namely that God would not lead us into 
Temptation, or that he would keep thofe 
Temptations from us, which he, who beft 
knows our make and frame, by his infinite 
wifdom fees will moft endanger us. 

Having thus confidercd the firft part of 
this petition, I proceed to the fccond. 

But deliver us from evil : which fignifies 
the fame,' and fomething more than the 
former. The fame, as includmg deliverance 
from great and "dangerous temptations ;- but 

more. 
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more, as the evil is greater to fall under 
Temptations, tlian only to ht tempted. If 
conGdered in the former fenfe, it implies 
Cod's providence in alloting us fuch a 
portion in this life, as he fees is befl for our 
fpiritual eftate, and in removing from us 
whatever he knows to be inconfifteht there- 
with. It is alfo to be understood of thofe 
innumerable methods of Providence, by 
which God keeps men from fundry temp- 
tations that would befal them, if he did 
not interjpofe to prevent them. Taking it 
in the latter fenfe, as keeping us from 
being overcome by temptations when they 
happen, then the petition means, the goo(l 
providence of God without us, and the 
motions and operations of his holy Spirit 
within us, whereby he fupports and pre- 
ferves thofe who in the time of their trials 
truft in him. God delivers us by his out- 
ward providences, and which are very con- 
ID 3 . fiderable-. 
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fiderablc 5 fometimcs by the good examples 
of others labouring under the fame circum- 
ftances, fometimes by the faithful advice 
of a friend, the feafonable prefencc of a 
good man, a fudden change in our fortunes, 
and divers unforefeen accidents, cafual in- 
deed to us, but purpofcly ordered by the 
wife difpofal of God, to prevent our being 
led away by Temptations that aflfault us } 
therefore, in this prayer, we commit our- 
felves to the good Providence of God, 
that he would ftill continue to prcfervc us 
by foch ways as to his wifdom fecms moft 
requifite. By the operations of his holy 
fpirit within us, he delivers us from evil 
under Temptation, when he rcprefents to 
us the rcafons of our duty, and ftrongly 
imprefles them on our minds; whereby 
good men have been often refcued from 
their paffions, and kept from falling when 
on the brink of danger. Therefore, in this 

prayer 
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prayer we intreat God not to caft us away, 
from his prcfcncc, nor take his holy Ipiric 
from us, that he woul^ not fprfake us wh^a 
we are in the greateft danger of forgetting 
him, but that his grace may prevent us 
from yielding to any Temptation, whether 
fudden, violent, or long, that fo we may 
never be tempted above what we arc abje 
to bear. 

I ihall now offer ibme cpnfiderations that 
(hpuld make us in good earnefl pray againft 
Temptations, that they may not overcome 
ys, nor draw us into fin. 

Firft, let us confider the great confe* 
quence of being overcome by Temptations. 

If we are prevailed on to aft contrary t» 

our duty, the beft end we can make is a 

fbrfowful repentance J and which if fmcere, 

O 4 brings 
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Drings ftbundantif more trouble, than the 
tranfitory enjoyment and fatisfadUon of the 
moft plcafing fin. The advantage gained 
by confenting to a Temptation, is gone 
long before wc come to repent. Revenge 
is no longer fweet, than while the paflion 
of malice laft3» and what a man acquires 
unjuftly, muft be reftorcd the moment true 
repentance begins. So that it is evidently 
neceflary for our own eafe and quiet, not to 
enter into Temptation, or fall by it, though 
we fhould rcpen^ and reform, which is tlie 
beft end we c^n promife ourfclyes •, but if 
we fuppofe the worft, that a man grows 
more eafy to his fins, and more readily yields 
to the Devil's fuggeftions, fo as to fill up 
the meafure of his iniquity, what follows f 
nothing lefs than fire unquenchable. If 
then we are concerned for the end, if wc 
fear the dreadful fentence of everlafUng 
mifcry, wc have nepd> great need to pray, 

Lord^ 
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Lord) lead us not into Tcmptatfon, but 
deliver us from EviL 



The great difficulty of refitting Temp- 
tations, is another reafon for our ufing this 
petition in good earned. For if we confider 
the variety and number of Temptations, 
we fhall find no age, calling, or condition 
of life, no conftitution of body or mind, 
totally free from all Temptations. 

Youth is follicited by pleafure and wan- 
tonnels ; riper years by the cares and pride of 
life ; old age by difcontent and fpitefulnefs, 
and, to the admiration of all confiderate 
peribns, by fenfelefs'covetoufiiefs. A call- 
ing gives an opportunity for difiionefty and 
hard-dealing, griping and oppreflions, and 
adminifters Temptations to faliehood and 
lying. A free fanguine temper is apt to 
run into improprieties, and good-nature 

into 
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into debauchery ; a iheferved difpofmon into 
fulienneis and difcontent ; fo tliat every 
conftitution hath its incident danger. If 
we convcrfe with our friends^ wc arc in 
danger of being flattered, if withour ehc* 
mies, of encreafing malice and revenge. 
Commendation is apt to make iis vain^ 
rcprbof angry, reproach and contempt to fill 
us with hatred. If one hath more wealthy 
honour, beauty, or refpeft than another^ 
he is ready to be elated with pride ; or if 
he fees himfelf herein excelled by any, that 
is a Temptation to envy. 

If we live in eafe and plenty, we are in 
danger of falling into floth and idlcnefe; 
if we have much to do, then contention^ 
peeviihnefs and all the vices incident to 
bufinefs, lie in wait to affault. us. It is 
hard to bear ficknefs after long health, and 
to fall from wealth into poverty, or take 

up 
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tip the crofs. As in a fuffering condition, 
there are Temptations which naturally arifc^ 
and the change itfelf is a very fevere one, 
fo when a man unexpeftedly comes into 
profperity, luxury and wantonncfs, pride 
and forgetfulnefs of God, will then more 
eafily befet him. 

In a word, we are expofed to the danger 
of divers fms and lufts, each of which has 
fcveral Temptations, and the one often 
makes the other ftronger. Being then thus 
befet with dangers, it behoves us not only 
to be very circumfpeft, but to pray alfo| 
Lord, fave us, or we pcrifli. 



The frequency of Temptations is alio 
another argument to prove the neceffity 
of conftant prayer. The Temptation may 
be changed, but is never quite removed. 
Whilft we are in the world we are (till on 

trral 
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trial and duty. Wc have many enemies 
near at hand, always bufy and urgent upon 
us, fo chat we had need to watch and pray. 
A man's table is a fnare to him, his wealth 
an occafion of falling y he is often betrayed 
into excels, when he fufpeds no danger; 
if full of bufineis, he is expofed to irreli- 
gion, covetoufnefs, and anger ; if inclined 
to company, he is eafily feduced to evil 
Ipeaking; he hath his tongue to bridle, his 
appetites and paflions to manage, and to 
preferve himfelf from the temptations of 
foolifh mirth, uncharitable cenfures, and 
^ the vices of converfauon. 

Laftly, we have our own depraved na* 
ture to ftruggle with. Our outward fenfes 
are ever ready to let in Tempution, our 
imagination to entertain it, and our reafon 
not ftrong enough to refift it. We are alfo 
i>efet with a fubtk and malicious adverfary, 

who 
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who goeth about like a roaring lign, feck* 
ing whom he may devour ^ his approaches 
are fly and imperceptible ; he is bufy about 
us, when we think not of him. We are 
doing his work and conienting to his fue* 
geftions, when we only foppofe ourielret 
to be gratifying an unrealboable appetite^ 
to pleafe a companion, or falie friend. On 
all thefe accounts then, it behoves us to 
pray in good eameA^ that we may not be 
led into Temptation, but delivered from 
Evil; and this brings me to obferve, laftly, 
what qualifications are neceflary to make 
us fihcere in praying to be deliv^ed from 
Temptation. And thefe are, to have a 
modefl: and humble opinion of ourfelvaes, 
to be (ehfible of the dangers, difficulties, 
and our own inability to prevail againlt 
them, without the fpecial grace of God. 
We muft alfo have a firm belief and truft in 
the grace and providence of God, acknow- 
ledging 



2o6 S E R M O N IX. 

Icdging that he governs and over*rule$ all 
tbmgs; that the courie of this world is 
not merely conducted by natural cauies, and 
the free-will of man ; but that God always 
can, and ibmetimes does inteipofe^ to alter 
the courfe, of nature, and the inclinations 
of free agents, for the benefit of the good, 
and the punifiunent c^ the wicked. . 

Laftly, we mufl: be moft willing and 
defirous to keep innocence, r^i^tQ-dp the 
thing that is right ; otherwife we do not^ 
tn good eameft, dcfire the concurrence of 
God's providence and grace to this purpofe. 
And this our fincerity we Ihould exprefe 
by a general care of doing ^U we can to 
contribute towards it ; more particularly in 
not encouraging evil thoughts and imagina- 
tions, which tend to corrupt our wills and 
aflfedions, and to make them break out 
into praftice. He that plays with wanton, 
>. ambitious. 
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ambitious, or covetous fancies, is ailing for 
the Devil againft himfclf. To be often 
thinking on the riches and advantages of 
another, is the beginning of envy. Wc 
are therefore to watch and pray, that wc 
enter not into Temptation, and the tnan 
who will not watch over himfelf, is not fit 
to pray that God would watch over hifn. 

We mud. alfo be careful to avoid all 
Temptation to fin as much as pofllble, and 
every thing that will make our duty diffi^ 
cult. If we do not ourfclves carefully avoid 
Temptation, how can we defire God to 
keep us from it. Every man ihould coq* 
fider in what inflances he is mod likely to 
be tempted. This, upon an examinatioa 
of our paft adions we may eafily find. For 
if we are ignorant of our own temper, yet 
we may eafily know what our pradice has 
been, and from thence learn what thofi: 

temptations 
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temptations and occafions of fin arc^ which 
wc fhould principally Aun. To refled on 
our paft converfation, cannot indeed undo 
what has happened, but it may prevent 
the like for the future, by rendering us 
more cautious and vigilant. And he who 
doth not ferioufly endeavour to know his 
greateft danger, and how to avoid it, fpeaks 
words at randons, when he defures God to 
deliver him from Temptation. 

To conclude ; in all the prayers we offer 
to God for any blefling or good thing in 
behalf of ouifelves or others, it is thereby 
implied that we promife God to contribute 
all that we can towards their being effefted ; 
and therefore, if we do not perform what 
we fo promife, our prayer is no better than 
that of a hypocrite; whereas, if we do, 
we may reft aflfured, that God will not 
fuffcr us to be tempted above that we are 

able 
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able to bear, but that, with the Temptao 
tion, he will alfo make a Way for us to 
cfcape. 

Now to God the Father, &c. 
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SERMON X. 

Ma t t k b w- i4. 1-3*. 

For tbine is the lingdom^ and the power ^ 
and the glory ^ for ever, jimfn^ 



HA V I N G finifhed what I intended on 
the former part of the Lord's Prayer, 
I am now to difcourfe on the Condufion, 
which contains firft, adozology> orfolemn 
giving glorjr to God, thine is the kingdom, 
and the power and the glory for ever; and 
lecondly, an expreflion of our full appro- 
bation of, and hearty confent to the whole 
prayer, in the word. Amen. I fliall there- 
fore explain the meaning of thefe words, 
and fhew what fenfe we ought to have in 
Qur minds, when we exprefs themj and 

t^n 
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tkcti obferve what duties we may learin 
and afe ixiftru6kd m, by the ufe thereof. 

Thefe words may be urtderftocd 09 a 
recognition and acknowtedgknent q( ^ 
greacnefe and m^^fty of God> and may ht 
tbus> paraphf^ed. Wer heartUy a(^Ao«i^ 
ledge thy 'fupfeme dottlifiion cSVer u§^^ aUd 
the whole world; We adoto ami wb^flrip 
thee a$ the great Kinjg, the SovVMigh LAi^ 
of att. We atfo hurftMf 9Att\\tn wftdt pt^fiT 
that inBnitff pG^r, whdt^ thou goV#t<dl? 
the world, and ordered all the affairs of it 
aietordtng to^ Amie wm pneftlbre^ and we 
^v'e th^ the glofy of Ay GKAtjIeis* aff^ 
Power, fef all the ^bdc^ tKoti dbft t(> ^fl)^' 
cfpeclaHy for what? thdtf bfeil5b#eft-0R \*: 
and laffiy, we hefityy aekrtowleti^' ^Sii» 
(M'is^uttchartgeabtej thatheeW'Wte- ai& 
wiH bci afs gfeaf, jk/wctftil, aft* g|Wri<5«r 
P 2 as 
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as he now is, being infinitely and eternally 
the fame, yefterday, ,to-day and for ever* 

^ We nuy alfo underftand thefe words as 
afllgning fome reafons inducing us to aflc^ 
and God to grant us our feveral requeils ^ 
and the connexion between tliefe words^ 
and the foregoing petition by the word For, 
feems to favour this interpretation. And 
then the full fenfe that we ought to have 
in. our minds, when we fay this Conclufion 
of the Lord's Prayer^ will be thus. 

And having now offered up our Petitions 
fpr what we want, it is but fit that we 
fliould alfo'i^nder thee our praife and thanks 
for what we have received, Wc therefore 
acknowledge that thou art a great King^ 
whom we ought to worfhip with the lowed 
ricverence, and that thy Power is infinite 

to 
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to grant what wc have rcqucftcd. We 
confefs that thy Glory is above all, and 
humbly dcfire that thou mayeft be glorified 
in all things. Laftly we acknowledge, that 
thy kingdom, power, and glory are for 
ever, eternal and immutable ; and therefoit 
we will at all times put our whole truft in 
thee, becaufe thou cinft never fail US; . 

.. "■ * * * 

From this form of praife being added 
by our Lord, to that fbnh of Prayer which 
he hath taught us to iife, we may leam^ that 
It is always our duty to join to our prayers 
for what we want, our praifes and thahkf. 
givings alfo for the mercies that we have 
received, with joyful ackiK>\^4edgnsentt of 
his majefty, greatnefs and bounty^ that we 
ihould pray without ccafiog^ and in every 
thing give thanks, and by prayer knd'fupi- 
plication with thankigiving let.oiu: reqti^ 
be made known unto God. And in parti- 
P 3 cular 



<Vi)ar from ^ Irft «Uu^ oftWf dpinrio^^ 
flap* t])inc i^ lAiff l««%jwa» «p|i aft tcmiwie^ 
thn it is our du^ in fH ilMJ»gp co fubmit 
HP thp will of GM> «n4 to rcAgn <wfelve» 
10 his tdUpoTy), hff l)»vwg ip«cte%o 4omt« 
MM over all. 

Fmn the Second ciavfe of it» thine '» 
the power* ve ibould learn that it is our 
dutjr, la all ibait» ami di^e\idtiesi!» apply 
Ibr bis grace ^ Mp^ diic^ and&iq>oct 
«$, and in all «tv dangpfs and vraats co 
wfif oq his Alqa^Qr Powert to idievB (ind 
^Idiverm. 



From the third c^an^ of it, dtinc is 
^ g^ATF* ^<K arp taught <» diiwft aU our 
fftioiu fo his Gkff, «a whofB «n hete 
m ku BmM e fi tiuc aU the g|My is due. Ac 
96fd{n^ 9» fiw ApdU; ^Mp^ iiiutfaer 



ft at or drmk^ ar wfiittfoevor yntto^ im 
«U to the 6I017 tf Godl. 

LafUy, froth thatttemity which i»t hdfe 
acknowkdge in idl the divfart attrib mb 
and perfeftionS) wb are tangle to moritap 
God continually, to praife him evermore^ 
and to give divitie honoiurt to aooe teBdes 
him *, becaufe be b God from €¥erhfti6|; 
to everlaftitigt fJiemdyGod^ todwiUm; 
give his Gtory to tnoijher4 

As to the ftfOfd Ataeii^ it figotJics vtriijf « 
truly, Qt the ]Skt\ a phrafe oiticii ufidif 
our Siviour at the begjUmiAg of his ijjeedfef ^ 
to engage tbb aitentioil of fail hdters to 
ifhat he was ffnhg to %• Thb behigifae 
proper meaning of the wottl Aroeo, thfe 
defigfl (If adding it kt the toitdoteidf tiif 
4£iboiiffe, is t6 afirm whift had beenftefiale 
ftids dmtby^teclaringoun^^rMwkmaqil 
P 4 f:onient^ 
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confeht thereto* Thus when we repeat the 
Creed, we fay Am^ 5 where it fignifics fo 
it is, this is the true Faith, or all this I 
itedfaftly believe. . And in like manner is 
the word uled, in the Commination ordered 
to be read on the firft day of Lent. 

. When we fay Amen at the end of the 
Creed, or any profefiion of our belief, it 
means the fame as if. we repeated over again 
all that profefiion o£ our Faith, which we 
had before made in fcveral words and fcn- 
tences, and is a frefii declaration of our 
cooient to fuch articles of our Belief. But 
when the word Amen, - is joined to the end 
of a ^Prayer, as here, it then means to 
exi^efs our wifh and dciire that what we 
hav&cequefted may.be granted. * Thus when 
our Loccf (aid, furelyrl tx>me quickly, the 
"Apoftle immediately adds. Amen, even fo 
'comerLofd Jefus ;. that is,, may it be as thou 

haft 
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haft promifed ; and of the like ufe is this 
"word when added at the end of thofe bene- 
diftions, wherewith moft of the Epiftlcs 
in the New Tcftament are concluded 

If therefore a Prayer is iaid by one, and 
Amen added to it, is faid by another,. as is 
common in our publick prayers, where t-hc 
minifter only I'peaks, and the people fajr 
Amen, then. it figniBes their coi^fcnt to, 
and concurrence with the. whole prayer 
uttered by the minifter; and is the fame 
as when in the Litany we befeech God tb 
hear us ; but if Amen is faid by the faoie 
perfon who fpeaks the Prayer, as when wp 
add it to our private devotions, then Amen 
is a repetition in one word, of all that Ims 
been before iaid tn the Prayer; -'ti^a fjaeih 
breathing forth of all thofe pious deluges 
and affedlioos of the mind,, that bad b«n 

before 
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behfc more largely exprejKnl. Thus mttch 
^ ihc tneantng of ciie wdid Amen. 

And as we are hem uugbt bjr our Lord 
himielf to add tliis word at tlie md of ouf 
iKtyeri, to tcftify our confeiir thereto^ it 
&mn hence plainly appear^t that idl puUick 
prayers ought to bf expiriled in luch a Ian- 
]guage and ftilc, as they may aS underftand 
ibem I or otherwifc they cannot fay Arnen^ 
as it means their approving of^ and giving 
a rational confent thereto. It is therefore 
highly expedient, nay, abfolucely neceflary 
for the edification of the Churd^ that the 
publick prayers which are intttndtdibr the 
life of all, ihaold be fiiited Co die o^ncitiea 
<tf all, and be as plain, eafy ^ and fiuniHar aa 
poffiUe, not only eaitfullyafoidingjdlhigli 
Bigbts, rhetorical figures, and flounflies, but 
all fuch worda as are not of very eafj 

*• meaning,, 
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fDcaning) and common life. In a land, 
che publick Prayers Jhould be like tbofe of 
0itr CJutf ch ; the words commoo, the ftfle 
caiy; (the fentcDces lhort» che ivhole phnde 
nfid oompotoe fuked to the meatieft ca(» 
Wji and in general is a great adramagir 
"wiuch ptemecUtated Prayers lave tnrer {vKdk 
aa are conceived extempore, fince iie thdt 
makca a prayer for publick life, takes timt 
to ftudy piainnefs and perfpicuity, which 
he that prays exteo^re cannot da 

But above all, it is mantfefty moft abfiit^ 
that the pnblidc Prayera in whkfa all ate 
to jotn^ Ifaould be in an unknown tnligUQ^ 
in a langu^ not underftopd perh^ hjf 
one in twoity in the whole coi^re ga iioBb 
The i^oft ridicubua kittY of th«s k fttffir 
ciently expofed by St. Paul, and among 
other aigonumta by this^ that no maniCan 
ratkmiUy iay Amen to ? prayer utiered in 

an 
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an unknown tongue. I will, (ays he, pray 
with the fpirit, and with the underftanding 
tlfo ; I will fing with the fpirit, and with 
the underftanding alfo; elfetwhen thou 
flialt blefs with the fpirit, bow fliall he 
^lar occupieth the room of the unlearned 
£17 Amen, atthe giving of thanks, leeing 
Jie underftands not what thou £^reft ; for 
thou verily who underftandeft the language 
thou fpeakeft in, ;gi7eft thanks ^well, but 
the other— -he who underftands it not— i^ 
not edified. But when We fay Amen to any 
prayer we addrefs to God, it is fuppofcd 
that we both underftood and gave attention 
to what went before, fince we thereby give 
CUP confent to, and declare our approbation 
«f it. But how can we do that, . trnlefs we 
Atend to what is faid ? : : • 

r By. the word Amen therefore, wc arc 
intruded in another duty, namely, that 

when 
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\ghen we arc at Prayer, to keep our niind 
to our bufinefs, diligently to attend to 
what we are about, to avoid if poflible all 
wandering thoughts, to be truly affedtcd 
with every part of that prayer, we either 
fpeak ourfelves, or hear prorfounccd by the 
minifter in our names; and to have fuch 
thoughts and defires in our minds through- 
out the whole office, as the words we then 
fpeak do import and fignify. For unlefs 
we thus attend to what we fay, our iervice 
will be only lip-worfhip, neither acceptar 
ble to God, nor profitable to ourfelves. 
But if in our minds we give fuch confent 
to every petition we offer up, as is fit and 
proper for us to give, then the word Amen 
at the end of all, uttered with fervency 
and devotion, will fully comprehend the 
whole prayer; and we fhall repeat in one 
devout breath, as much as we prayed for 
in the whole office. 

Having 
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Having thus goAe through, erery pan of 
tbe Lonf^ Prayer, I ihall make but one 
gtneral tibfcfVMon, thai th« whole is fi> 
framed and contrived, a$ to i^rve bodi f^f 
afr cxpreflioB of our devocbft to God;- aad 
an inftru^oi^ to aurfelv»; that the iame 
words which teach vb what to nsqoeft of 
God, aUb mftruA ua ifr aw du^, and 
eoieite us to the performance of it; fothat 
1& fteqaent ufe muft be of fingular beneBt 
and adkrantage to us. But theft it is » e^* 
tain truths that as no wtcllaed niian, who 
contifluea^ in his wickednc6) can hf thb- 
prayer with good attention and frrious die^'^ 
Totion, fo every goodpeiibn who^dbth fajr 
it in that manner, muft iKed» by natural 
efficacy, as well as by- the divine grice and 
MeiTihg^ be: rendered much better by the 
ufr thereof. For a* wicked man continuing^ 
fuch, cannot have thofe inward aflfe5Kons 
of mind towards God, that the- words of 

this 
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dbis prayer do cKprefs, nor yet any hearty 
defire to ohtaiii wh^ he reqi)cft$ of God,^ 
hecauii: fuch devout ai&cliofis and h<4yr 
deiires are diredly contrary coii and ineon* 
liftefic ^ifh the love aod practice of Shu 
For how can he prefunie to call upon: GoA 
in prayer, vihQ ux \VQvks denies him ^ U^h 
catt he with holy devotion call God bkk 
I^'ai^, wbp hat^h 6>U1 himielf ca tbfr 
I^evil CO work wickedne^, afid col^uaMaUy^ 
Kmi^ijks \jiitxtMf therein^ for whoibevet 
is born oi^ God fionet^ net; bui^ he diM 
h begptfen of God keepetK himfeif piNcw 
and that wiqkcd qm toucLheiJh hii» mib 
How can he iay toi GodL wiidx txtie <iev«tifif% 
iiftUQWcdhe-thyname^ whadiAiMwr^hiQi 
u> hii whak.U&? hgsir caa hfi be ii»JMt 
ia drying the holy owm of God «ia|ii bn 
faoAISfid by aU, whq is^ hioofelf QoosiDuaVjk 
profaauae aod bldfpbeaiiing k b|(. wi«koi 
^aths and hc^iid.impre.catJH[^)S;? how- caa 

he 
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he pray heartily that the kingdom of Gci4 
may be eftabliihed in the worlds who will 
not himfelf be ruled and govered by him'? 
mull not his heart give his tongue the lye^ 
while he fays with his mouthy thy king* 
dom come, but in his heart fays unto God» 
depart from us, what is the Almighty that 
we fhould ferre him, and what profit fliould 
we h^ve if we pray unto him ? how can a 
tMn fay with true and fervent devotion, thy 
ti^ill be done in earth, as it is in heaven, 
who continually oppofes and refifts the 
divine will, who neither- fubmits- to the 
{frovidence of God, nor obeys his preceptSf 
blit is abominable and difobedient, and to 
every good work reprobate ? Indeed in the 
^etitionj givt us this day our daily bread, 
Ihefv is nothing as to the matter but what 
t li^icked man may agree to, for he may and 
dften doth more earneftly dcfire the things 
bf^tlus 1^ thai>'the good man. But then 
^ n - as 
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as to the manner of dcfiring them, he can no 
more utter this petition with true devotion^ 
Chan any of the forn>er; becaufe he doth 
lM>t depend on God, nor exped thde things 
from his bkiTing, but from his own induftr^ 
and cunning; for if he regarded them as 
divine bleffings, he would not acquire them 
by fraud and injuftice, extortion and of^ 
prefiion. Nor can the wicked man with 
true devotion fay, forgiire us our trefpaflfes, 
for though pardon of fins is what he wantf» 
and ought cameftly to wifh God would 
grant, yet it is abfurd to imagine, he would 
offer up any petition to God, the matter of 
which he himfdf knows is highly unreafcA- 
able ; and vduu can be more unrea(bnahk 
or unfit for God to grant, or more profane 
and prefuming in any to a(k, than duK lie 
would pardon an unrepenting finner. To 
alk this of God is the fame as to ddfire him 
to abrogate all his holy laws, an4 to grant 
Vol. IV. Q^ us 
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us a licenfe to tran%re(s them. As littfe 
can a wicked man fincerely pray, lead us 
not intp temptation, but deliver us from 
evil; for as every man is tempted when 
he is drawn away of his own luft, this is 
what the wicked man chuies, he gives 
himfelf up to his own heart's lufts, tspd 
-delights to .&II0W his wickec^ imaginations, 
fo that to pray againft temptation, is to pf ay 
againft himfelf^ and therefore he cannot be, 
hearty in this petition, unlei^ we fuppofe 
what is impoilible; that a. (Ran lhould,at 
.the fame time love and .bate, chufe and 
refufe the fanie things. LafUy, when, fu^.h 
an one fays, for thine is the. kingdom, and, 
the power and the glory for ever, whicl^ 
is both an acknowledgement of the infinite 
apd adorable perfections of God, and 
giving him the praife and glory due unto 
him, how. can it be fuppofed his heart 
Ihould go along with iiis..\TOrds, >yhcn at 

the 
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the fante tinte it appears by the whole 
courjfc and tehor of his wicked life, thatf 
he neither owhs the fovereign dominion 
of God, dreads his power, nor fcfeks his 
glory, 

'^^Thus it is very evident that a wicked' 
man eontnluingfuch, cannot fay this prayer"' 
or any one pititionin it, with' good atten- • 
tion and fervent tfevotion \ nbr can he have : 
flich inwatd affedions of mind towards God, ' 
as the words exprefs, nor any hea;fty defirc . 
to obtain thofe things which he feems ta 
requeft of God ; for if he had, he would ^ 
fi)on become a better man. Whereas every : 
good man by ufing this prayer, muft natu- ' 
rally be rendered better. Since when he* 
calk on God as his Father, he is reminded , 
of that filial love and duty which he owes ^ 
him i when he prays that God*s name may ^ 
be hallowed, his own mind muft then alfo 
0^2 be 
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bt filkd wkb an avfial revetcnce towards 
hjm; when he %s cbf Uogdom comcv be 
is at the lame tape m AnmmthrA to ftdk irft 
dK kingdom rfGody and KsrighmmfBrfe; 
when he (ays thy will be done in earth as it 
is in heaven, he is then tax^t hk own daty 
homhlf to rcfign himSdi to Got s flkaittitj 
and widi all readiocis and chearfidiie& to 
obey his commands. When he prays-for 
his daily bread, he nrrcifes an afi: of truft 
in God's prairidencc, and k cautioned not 
to ufe any means to procure the good things 
of this life, but what he hath reaibn to 
exped for God's bleflii^ upon. When he 
b^ of God forgjiveneis of his fins, this 
petition muft be grounded oil the teftiroony 
of his own confciencc, (hat he is truly 
penitent, and doth aftually ctcrcifc fuch 
mercy and charity towards thofc who have 
offended him, as God hath made the con- 
dition ojf fiU being pardoned Wheh he 

defircs 



S E R M O N X. ai9r 

dclires of God not t6 be kd iiit6 temputioii^ 
if his requeft is (incere9 he will careful!/ 
av<Hd thofe dangers, which he eariteftljr 
pfays to be delivered from. Laftly, yfhcm 
he gives glory to God, . by a foletnri $c^ 
knowledgcmcnt of the divine perfcdions, 
faying thine is the klngdoito, and the power, 
and the glory for ever, if he is really 
affcfted with what he exprefles, every time 
^ be devoutly repeats thefe words, his love to 
God will be increafed, his faith flrengthen* 
ed, and his obedience confirmed. 

To conclucfe ; fuch being the excellency 
of this Prayer, fuch the advantages of our 
finccrcly repeating it, what remains, but 
that, as the Wefled Jefus, in compaflion to 
our infirmities, hath taught us how to 
pray, fo Ihould we moft earneftly implore 
his holy Spirit to aflift us in Prayer, that 
by always pronouncing thefe words with 

attention 
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tttcntioQ and fervent devotion, we may 
thereby obtain his gracious promife,' that 
^rfiatfoever we a(k the Father in his nanie, 
he will give us, that the Father may bo 
glorified in his fon. 






Now to God the Father, &c. 
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